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“What you do makes a difference, but you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make. “                    ~ Jane Goodall

SEPTEMBER 2016

 Ka Wa’a
‘Ohana and Community Bulletin

Keaukaha Elementary 

Aloha e Keaukaha ‘Ohana!
Keaukaha Elementary celebrates six core values during the school year. The month of August focused on the value 
of ALOHA. Students discussed what aloha meant to them and shared ways that they could show aloha daily. During 
the month of September, students will focus on the value of LŌKAHI. Lōkahi emphasizes the importance of teamwork, 
collaboration, cooperation, harmony and unity. Please take the time to talk to your children at home about the importance 
of working together. This is a life long skill they will need on a daily basis as adults. We will also work with them in school 
on learning this very important value. Mahalo for your continued support!

Mahalo to all of you who attended our August 24 Wehena Kula - Open House! I apologize for not being able to attend, but I heard it was a fabulous 
night. Mahalo to Kumu Loke and Kumu Taum for taking the lead during my absence and to everyone who helped make this night such a success. We 
had over 500 people in attendance and that is amazing! Mahalo for attending and for continuing to build a positive working relationship between 
home and school. Hūlō! Hūlō!

I’d also like to take this time to invite you to our upcoming ‘Ohana Night scheduled for September 20th. This date is changed from the one originally 
planned on September 22nd due to a conflict. Please mark your calendars and make every effort to attend. Flyers will be coming home soon with 
more information about our ‘Ohana Night, but I wanted to give you some notice ahead of time. I hope to see all of you there!

By now, all families should have received a message via our automated School Connects (Synervoice) system. This system allows us to communicate 
directly with you in a matter of seconds. Because of this, it is essential that you keep us updated of any changes to your phone numbers and listen 
to the entire message. All non-emergency and emergency situations, like school closures, will be communicated with families utilizing this system. 

Thank you for your continued support of our school uniforms! Our students are doing very well with this, but here are a few reminders as we 
moved forward in the school year:

• Uniforms are used Monday-Thursday, unless otherwise stated; Friday is a Free Dress Day.
• Only the Royal Blue shirt is considered a uniform; not pink, brown or black.
• Students are not allowed to use any uniform shirt that has been altered or wrote on in anyway.
• The uniform shirt must be visible; students are not allowed to wear hoodies that cover their uniform shirts, unless it is the blue Keaukaha hoodie.
• Students are allowed to use ANY open zipper or button jacket that allows their uniform to be seen in the front.
• If you have any questions about the uniform usage policy, please feel free to contact me. J

We say HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS to Kumu Karlie Lewis, Aunty Malia Kainoa, Aunty Chris Kuanoni, Uncle Keay Shibata, Kumu Kim 
Daffron, Aunty Renee Katada, Kumu Annette McComber and to all the students who celebrates their birthday in September! Enjoy your upcoming 
special day!!

In closing, I’d just like to share my deepest and fondest appreciation with all of you for your continued support, love, and encouragement during this 
very difficult time for my family and I! You truly epitomize what Keaukaha is all about – ‘OHANA! Please continue to take care of one another! 
Mahalo nui from the bottom of my heart!

Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono!

A Hui Hou! 

Kumu Stacey Bello



   
   COUNSELOR CORNER

2

KEAUKAHA 
OPEN HOUSE  

Wehena Kula
Aloha Keaukaha Ohana,

My name is Kumu Spear and some 
of you already know me as one of 
the 5th grade teachers.  As sad as I 
am to say good-bye as a 5th grade 
teacher, I am even more excited to 
say hello to you as Keaukaha’s new 
school counselor!

I am so enthusiastically motivated 
to take on this new position.  Before 
coming to Keaukaha, I worked at 
Nanakuli Elementary School on 
Oahu for 10 years and had the 
experience teaching all grade levels 
(K-6) and last year I was given the 
opportunity to take on the counselor 
role.  My primary responsibility is to 
promote academic, personal, and 
social development of all students.  
I look forward to offering support 
to the students, staff, families and 
community.  I will be meeting with 
students individually and in small 
groups, meeting with parents, 
collaborating with teachers and staff, 
and consulting with community 
organizations to benefit and meet 
the needs of all Keaukaha’s students 
and families.  It is my hope that as 
I get to know each of you and our 
students, I will become an important 
part of the team that helps our 
students succeed.  I look forward to 
meeting and working with you this 
year!

I am here to help students achieve 
their personal/social and academic 
goals, as well as provide support for 
the parents and teachers.  I can be 
reached at kristin_spear@keaukaha.
k12.hi.us or phone at 974-4181 ext. 
256.

Warm Regards,

Kumu Spear

Mahalo to all of the ohana that attended this years Wehena Kula 
(Open House)!  It was wonderful to see the parents and keiki inter-
acting with their teachers.  The students were proud to show off 
their work and parents had an opportunity to meet and talk with 
the teachers.  We look forward to seeing you throughout the year. 
Mahalo Nui!
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Schools keep kids – and their germs 
– in close proximity, making students 
particularly vulnerable to infecting one 
another. Nearly 22 million school days 
are missed each year due to colds 
alone. Share these tips with your kids to 
keep them as healthy as possible:
1.  Wash your hands 
“The best way to prevent infections 
is good hand washing,” Warm, soapy 
water is best. Teach younger kids to 
scrub until they finish singing the entire 
alphabet song, and teach older kids to 
count to 20 before rinsing.
2.  Don’t share
This may seem antithetical to one of 
life’s golden rules, but it’s important to 
teach kids not to share personal items, 
such as water bottles, earbuds, hats, 
brushes and lip balms.
3  Cover sneezes and coughs 
Sneeze and cough into the crook 
of your elbow or a tissue – not your 
hands, and be sure to wash your hands 
afterward.
4.  Eat your veggies... 
. . .and your fruit, too. A nutritious diet 
can give young immune systems a 
healthy boost.
5.  Get a good night’s sleep
Sleep keeps kids’ immune systems 
healthy and strong. According to the 
CDC, children age 10 to 17 need 8.5 
to 9.5 hours of sleep; children age 5 to 
10 need 10 to 11 hours of sleep; and 
children age 3 to 5 need 11 to 13 hours 
of sleep.
6.  Get the flu shot
The single best way to protect your 
kids from influenza is vaccination. Be 
sure your children get their annual flu 
shot.
7.  Stay home
Sick kids should not go to school. Their 
weakened immune systems may make 
them vulnerable to even more germs 
– and they need to avoid infecting their 
classmates. It is especially important 
to keep kids home when they have 
a fever: “When you have a fever, you 
have the highest number of germs in 
the body and thus are more likely to 
infect others.”
Frank Esper, MD, is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Case Western 
Reserve University School of Medicine

HEALTH & WELLESS
8 T ips for Keeping Kids Germ-Free at School

Student Council Elections 
SY 2016-17

Congratulations to our new Keaukaha School Student Council Officers 
for SY 2016-17.

President - Kalea Kumamo’o
Vice President - Malakai Latiti
Secretary - Trina-D Grube
Treasurer - Jason Mandaquit

This year we had 30 students who aspired to serve Keaukaha Elemen-
tary School Student Body.  It was impressive to listen to their speech-
es and it took courage to speak in front of 400 students and teachers.

Keaukaha Elementary will be implementing our HERO incentive 
program at the start of 2nd Quarter.  This program will award 
points to students who have displayed the following expecta-
tions:

• Be on time
• Be PONO in line
• Show random acts of kindness
• Stay on task/Participate!
• Complete all work
• Obey lunch/recess rules
• Follow classroom expectations

We will be providing more details about the HERO program to 
students and `ohana as we get closer to the start date!  We are 
excited about how we can encourage and reward positive be-
haviors!

“BE A HERO”
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Aloha Keaukaha `Ohana. 
We know that our kuahu or foundation is what helps us build strong lasting strides in learning and 
that’s what we work to provide for your keiki here at Keaukaha.  We will be focusing on reading 
fluency to help improve students’ speed, accuracy, and their reading comprehension raising their 
levels (including vocabulary and complexity of text) as we move through the year.   It is exciting to 
see your children reading and improving already!  You are very important to their success in school 
so we turn to you for your help with them in practice reading at home.  We have seen that children 
who practice at home with their families come to school happy with themselves because they feel 
prepared and ready to do their best.  And, what we also see is that there is improvement in their 
reading fluency when we monitor them. So, thank you parents and `ohana who take the 15-30 
minutes a night to read and practice with your children daily.  You surely make a difference for 
them… you make a difference for life. Mahalo Nui – Kumu Loke

You, the parent/guardian are your child(ren)’s first teacher and advocate.  To help your child love math, you 
need to prepare them and make math meaningful.  Shakuntala Devi, writer and math scholar, said it best, 
“Without mathematics, there’s nothing you can do.  Everything around you is mathematics.  Everything 
around you is numbers.”  
This is so true.  There are so many daily activities that include math such as,

•  Counting or giving change when purchasing something
•  Measuring ingredients when cooking
•  Knowing time so you can drive to school on time

Math Tip #1
For your child to LOVE math, your child needs to be exposed to as much meaningful math as they can.  
Talk positively about math, share how it is all around us and show them how useful it is.  We also need to 
prepare them just as we do for reading and hold math in high regard along with reading.  

Here are a couple math sites that have good information and suggestions for parents along with some fun 
activities to share with your child.  

• Mathematics Tips – academictips.org/acad/mathematics/index.html
• Math Tips for Parents – www.pbs.org/parents/

If you have questions or concerns about math, please feel free to come and see any of the coaches.  We are 
located in A-Basement or email us: loke_kamanu@notes.k12.hi.us or lei_fa’anunu@notes.k12.hi.us or 
 tina_miyataki@notes.k12.hi.us   You can also call the school at 974-4181.  Mahalo and we look forward to 
meeting you soon!  J

“MATH may not teach us how to ADD love or SUBTRACT hate but it gives us hope 
 that EVERY PROBLEM has a SOLUTION”.

Math corner
 

By Kumu Miyataki

  READING FOR sucesS 
 By Kumu Loke



UPCOMING EVENTS
and Announcements

  SEPT EMBER 7, 2016 - Picture Taking     

SEMT EMBER 20, 2016 -  `Ohana Night                                               
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 E hoe i ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! -“Let’s Paddle Our Canoe Together!”

Principalʻs Pledge to Students Studentʻs Pledge to Keaukaha
All adults will work hard for you.

You will be safe in our school.
If you have something to say about 

our school, we will listen.

Come to school on time everyday.
Follow all expectations.

Be ready to learn and work hard.
Be a “sponge”

Keaukaha School is a Title 1 school.  We 
receive Federal funds to ensure that all children 
have a fair, equal and significant opportunity to 
obtain high-quality education and reach, at a 
minimum, proficiency on the challenging state 
academic standards.

Annual Notification of Privacy Rights
Know your privacy rights as they apply to 1) Student record 
information; 2) Directory information; 3) Surveys and other 
information collection; and 4) Military recruitment informa-
tion.  
For more information on your privacy rights, the laws that 
protect them, and how to exercise your rights, contact your 
school administrator or visit http://bit.ly/FERPAHI 

YEARBOOK
Reserve your yearbook 
copy now!  Cost is $10! 

Payment can be made at 
the school office.

Kōkua I Nā Kula! #27
Help Keaukaha School earn its share of 
$100,000 with KTA Super Stores Kōkua I Nā 
Kula program.  All you have to do is Shop 
at KTA in September and donate your 
earned points to #27 KEAUKAHA SCHOOL.  

It is that simple.

This year Keaukaha Library has become an inspiring space.  Keiki have 
the freedom of reading in a relaxed inspiring area made just for them.  
Such a space can take kids somewhere new, where it is possible to be 
immersed in the wonder and curiosity associated with meaningful and 
joyful learning.  It empowers, engages, and creates learning.

INSPIRING SPACE Mahalo for school 
supplies!

Mahalo to KAPA 
Radio, United 
Way and Rob-
erts Hawaii for 
donating school 
supplies to Keau-
kaha!  We appre-
ciate all the com-
munity support 
to our school and 
keiki!


