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 Ka Wa’a
‘Ohana and Community Bulletin

Keaukaha Elementary 

Aloha e Keaukaha ʻOhana! 

The month of May is here and we have a busy last month of school planned! Students will participate in lots of 
fun-filled activities that include a few excursions, classroom celebrations, HERO celebration, promotion activities, 
awards assemblies, and water day! Whew! Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions about 
our final May events. 

Our annual May Day program is scheduled for Wednesday, May 3rd. Our theme, May Day is Lei Day, is set 
to begin at 9:00 am at Hualani Field, aka Keaukaha Baseball Park. A special MAHALO goes out to Kumu Loke Kamanu and Mona 
Ubedei, along with Ka ‘Umeke Ka’eo staff, for coordinating this beautiful event for all to enjoy! Your children have special performances 
planned for you so I do hope you can join us in our annual celebration!

As many of you know, our PTA (Parent-Teacher-Association) has slowly been on the decline after years and years of hard work by 
a fateful few who are ready to “pass the kuleana” on to the next generation. I want to MAHALO Aunty Lilinoe Young, Aunty Carol 
Scott and Aunty Tene Kaupu for their years of service and dedication to the children of Keaukaha Elementary School. You are greatly 
appreciated!! After several meetings and lots of discussions, a new parent organization has been formed to carry this work on. Hui 
‘Ohana O Keaukaha, led by President Robyn Ridel, will be our new parent organization and they have numerous activities planned for 
the 2017-2018 school year. I encourage all of you to get involved in whatever way you can as the focus of this group is to support our 
school in the best interest of our haumana. Mahalo in advance for rolling up your sleeves and getting involved! J

We are still accepting Kindergarten and Preschool registration forms. If you know of any families who have not registered their child for 
school yet, please encourage them to do so quickly. All students entering Kindergarten must be 5 years old on or before July 31, 2017 
and all students entering Preschool must be 4 years old on or before July 31, 2017. Should you have any questions, please contact 
Sharon in our main office. Mahalo for helping us spread the word!

Although printed in the April monthly bulletin, I’d like to remind you of the possible summer programs your child could attend. For students 
entering Kindergarten, Keaukaha will offer Keiki Steps. The Keiki Steps program is specifically for students who have not attended 
preschool. If you are interested in enrolling your child, please contact Kindergarten teacher Wendi Kimura. Next, Keaukaha will offer two 
five-week summer programs for other grade levels. Both programs will run from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm from June 13 – July 14, with 
no classes offered on Mondays. The first program, Summer Enrichment, is continuing from years past and will be open to students 
currently in grades K-5 at Keaukaha Elementary. This program will be led by Mona Ubedei and will focus on Culture-Based activities. 
The second summer program, Summer Extended Learning, will focus on providing additional instruction to current students in grades 
1-5 to help strengthen their academic skills in Reading, Writing and Math. This program will be led by Noe Taum. All three summer 
programs are offered at no cost and any interested parents will need to complete an application and return it to the school. Applications 
will be distributed on May 1. I also applied for a School Food Service grant in the hopes that we will be able to provide free breakfast and 
lunch to all students who attend any summer program. Should you have any questions about the summer program options, please feel 
free to contact Kumu Wendi Kimura, Aunty Mona Ubedei or Kumu Noe Taum.  

Hau’oli Lā Hānau wishes go out to Academic Coach Lei Fa’anunu, PCNC Mona Ubedei, 2nd grade Kumu Sarah Tamura, Counselor 
Kristin Spear and all the students who celebrate their birthdays in the month of May. Happy May Birthdays to you!

Please mark your calendars. Friday, May 26 is the last day of the 4th quarter for our students and their first day back will be Monday, 
August 7 for the 2017-2018 school year. Please plan ahead. We are always hoping for 100% attendance on the first day back of 
school.

In closing, MAHALO for all of your support this school year! We truly could not do the work that we do without you! 

Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono!

A Hui Hou!! 

Kumu Stacey Bello

“Life is too short to start your day with broken pieces of YESTERDAY, it will definitely destroy 
your wonderful TODAY and ruin your great TOMORROW.”

~ Author Unknown



                

            

                      COUNSELOR CORNER
           BY KUMU SPEAR

 
STEM 

`OHANA NIGHT
On Tuesday, April 25th, Keaukaha Elementary School students shared their ST EM 
projects.  ST EM education integrates the study of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics.  ST EM emphasizes innovation and the development of problem 
solving, critical thinking and collaboration skills. Everyone had a great time!         Summer fun

Spending intentional time with your child 
has infinite rewards for both of you. 
Child development experts suggest that 
time spent with your child can add up 
to an increased trust and emotional/
relational bond that will enable your 
child to feel secure and less likely to act 
out negatively for attention. Summer 
is a great time to implement some 
extra time with your child.  In just a 
few short weeks all students will be out 
of school and ready for a much needed 
break.
How will you keep them busy, and keep 
them from getting bored? Below are 
a few activities to keep your child stay 
busy and have fun all summer long!

Below are a list of activities to play/do 
with your child.
• Make homemade bird feeders
  Make Ice Cream in a bag
  Play a fun game of Drip Drip Splash!
         (Duck Duck goose with water)
• Hula hoop
• Create a nature scavenger hunt
• Have an alphabet treasure hunt
• Make a water balloon piñata
• Have a water balloon fight
• Make painted rock faces
• Make root beer floats
• Play “parachute” with a large sheet
• Go park hopping ( make a goal to   
         play at a new park each week)
• Paint with water colors
• Bake cookies/cupcakes and   
        decorate
• Make edible necklaces with fruit 
        loops or cheerios• 
  Play red-light green-light
• Make a time capsule and determine
         when to open it
• Have a campout in the living room
• Practice your fire drill
• Play grocery store with items from   
         the pantry
• Make sock puppets using old sock
• Make a healthy snack together   
        (ants on a log)

 



Congratulations to all of those who received awards during our 3rd Quarter Awards Assembly!  
Mahalo to all of our `ohana who joined us in celebrating our keiki and their accomplishments! 

   3rd Quarter Awards Assembly



 Math Corner 
      By Kumu Miyataki  

Fourth quarter is here and time is really flying by now!  The students have been hard at work learning to 
prepare for the Smarter Balanced Assessment which is happening now.  
For this math corner, I want to recapture some math skills/strategies and other math tips I have shared 
with you throughout the year.  

Math Tip #11: Recap of the year
We have two statewide math programs: Stepping Stones for grades K-5 and Go Math for grade 6. Don’t 
forget, if you ever need help with math work or help to understand the math programs better, please feel 
free to come and see me or you can email me at: tina_miyataki@notes.k12.hi.us  
I am located in A basement, under the “old” office.  J Please come and visit! 

#1 - 7: Helpful hints for parents to instill a love for math by:
       • Helping your child (ren) to explore math around them.  Point out signs with numbers, count           
            objects, read recipes, buy groceries, and learn their basic facts by end of second grade, etc.  
       • Communicating with your child (ren) about math.  Keep a journal of their daily math accomplish 
            ments or strategies learned in class and review them often.  This will also validate their learning   
            and retain learning especially in grades 3-6 for test preparation.  J
      • Sharing math websites to help students to practice, review, and develop their math skills.  Remem
            ber, these sites are just a handful of many so make sure you review them yourselves first, before 
            you share them with your child (ren).  
                    1. www.aaamath.com                4. www.gregtang.com
         2. www.mathisfun.com    5. www.adaptedminds.com
         3. www.mathplayground.com   6. www.sheppardsoftware.com
 
#8-10: Review the Standards of Mathematical Practice, which are important math practices our teachers 
seek to develop in our students.  J   These math practices rely on “processes and proficiencies” used in 
daily mathematics education.  
MP.1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them
MP.2: Reason abstractly and quantitatively
MP.3: Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others
MP.4: Model with Mathematics
MP.5: Use Appropriate tools strategically
MP.6: Attend to precision
MP.7: Look for and make use of structure
MP.8: Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning

Once again, MAHALO To all for a wonderful year!  Please come and see or email me.  
Have a SUPER, SAFE summer!  See you all soon!  J
Aloha, Kumu Miyataki J

“The only way to learn mathematics is to do mathematics.”   Paul Halmos



 E hoe i ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! -“Let’s Paddle Our Canoe Together!”

Principalʻs Pledge to Students Studentʻs Pledge to Keaukaha
All adults will work hard for you.

You will be safe in our school.
If you have something to say about 

our school, we will listen.

Come to school on time everyday.
Follow all expectations.

Be ready to learn and work hard.
Be a “sponge”

Keaukaha School is a Title 1 school.  We 
receive Federal funds to ensure that all children 
have a fair, equal and significant opportunity to 
obtain high-quality education and reach, at a 
minimum, proficiency on the challenging state 
academic standards.

Annual Notification of Privacy Rights
Know your privacy rights as they apply to 1) Student record 
information; 2) Directory information; 3) Surveys and other 
information collection; and 4) Military recruitment informa-
tion.  
For more information on your privacy rights, the laws that 
protect them, and how to exercise your rights, contact your 
school administrator or visit http://bit.ly/FERPAHI 

YEARBOOK
Reserve your yearbook 
copy now!  Cost is $10! 

Payment can be made at 
the school office.

Keaukaha Elementary  
School NEW WEBSITE!

WEB ADDRESS:
http://www.keaukahaelementary.com

                   MAY DAY IS LEI DAY!
Keaukaha Elementary School invites you to our annual May Day Program!  It will be held on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2017 at Hualani Field.   Please join us!

UPCOMING EVENTS
and Announcements

May 3 -   May Day
          9:00 a.m.

May 23 -  Preschool Promotion
                 6th Grade Promotion

May 25 - 4th Quarter Assembly

May 26 - Water Day
                Last Day of School for students
August 7 - 1st day of school for students

 

Notification for next year 7th grade students from Hilo Intermediate School:
Date:  Tuesday, July 25, 2017 from 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Location:  Hilo Intermediateʻs Building A Auditorium
Purpose:  Pay student fees, pick up course schedule, purchase uniforms, bus applications, etc...


