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E hoe I ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! 
 Let’s paddle our canoe together. 

 

Aloha e Keaukaha ‘Ohana! 
 

“The most important thing is to try and inspire people so that they can be great in whatever they want to do.” 
Kobe Bryant 

 
We’ve officially entered the month of May and we have lots of fun-filled activities planned for this final month of the 2015-
2016 school year. We have a few excursions, classroom celebrations, promotion activities, awards assemblies, and water 
day! Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions about our final May events. We want to end our school 

year with students just having BLAST!! 
 
On Monday, May 9, our students will take a pledge in partnership with Hilo High School. The pledge, 55 by 25, is a cam-
paign that has been seen on TV or heard through radio announcements. The intent of the pledge in our elementary set-
ting is to continue to build College and Career Readiness for our students, just like our College and Career Week did in 

January. It is never too early to talk to our children about their future. 55 by 25 refers to the statewide goal of having 
55% of working age adults hold a 2 or 4-year college degree by the year 2025. If you think about it, our current 3rd grad-
ers will be graduating from high school in 2025. Whew, the time will fly!! To learn more about 55 by 25, please visit the 
website at www. 55by25.org. 
 
Great news!! The legislature has appropriated $600,000 to purchase kitchen equipment for the completion of our new 
cafeteria. Mahalo goes out to Senator Kahele, Representative Tsuji, 6th Graders Chazz Agpoon and Aukai Chu-Hing, the 
Keaukaha Community Association (KCA), and to all the students, staff, families and community of Keaukaha for your 
support! We still have a long journey ahead of us with getting positions to staff our kitchen, but we are off to a great start. 
MAHALO! 
We are still accepting Kindergarten registrations forms. If you know of any families who have not registered their child for 
school yet, please encourage them to do so quickly.  Low enrollment affects our staffing so please help us spread the 
word. All students entering Kindergarten must be 5 years old on or before July 31, 2016. 
 
Keaukaha Elementary will offer three summer program options for your keiki. For students entering Kindergarten, 
Keaukaha will offer Keiki Steps from June 27 – July 18. The Keiki Steps program is specifically for students who have not 
attended preschool. If you are interested in enrolling your child, please contact Kindergarten teacher Wendi Kimura. Next, 
Keaukaha will offer two five-week summer programs for students in grades K-5. Both programs will run from June 14 – 
July 15, from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm, with no classes offered on Mondays. The first program, Summer Enrichment, is con-
tinuing from years past. This program will be led by Mona Ubedei and will focus on Culture-Based activities at no cost to 
parents. The second program, Summer Extended Learning, will focus on providing additional instruction to help students 
strengthen their academic skills in Reading, Writing and Math. This extended program will be at no cost to our parents as 
well and we are in the hopes that our summer feeding application will be approved. Information and applications for both 
programs will be distributed very shortly.  Should you have any questions about the summer program options, please feel 
free to contact Wendi Kimura, Mona Ubedei, Gale Taum or myself.   
 
Happy May Birthday wishes go out to 5th grade Kumu Lei Fa’anunu, Aunty Mona Ubedei, 2nd grade Kumu Sarah Tamura 

and all the students who celebrate their birthdays in the month of May. Hau’oli Lā Hānau! 

 
As a reminder, the last day of the 4th quarter for students is Thursday, May 26. The first day back next school year will 
be Monday, August 1. Please mark your calendars with these dates so that you can plan ahead. 100% attendance on the 
first day of school would be AWESOME!! 
 
Mahalo for all of your support this school year!  
 
Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono! 
 
A Hui Hou!!  
 
Kumu Stacey Bello 





 

 
Well families of Keaukaha, as we move near to the end of the school year, time seem to 
travel at warp speed for our teachers and I’m sure for your children. Pre-K through grade 

2 are working hard on their reading and writing as we wind down our year.  They’ve 

learned so much, take some time to have them write you something short about what they 

liked best for the day.  Or, how they liked May Day, or what they did on their excursion to 

the Waiahole fish pond here in Keaukaha.  Taking time to write or to even talk with your 
children about their day, listening and asking questions really helps to build their language 

and thinking skills.  Don’t let them get away with one or two word answers, you might be 

surprised at what you’ll find out from them.  

 

As for our Keiki 3-6 besides their regular studies, they are doing assessments and can 
you guess what is at the core of their assessments?  RIGHT!  READING & WRITING.  So, 

make sure they get plenty of rest and read with them daily if you can.  Ask them what they 

are doing at school and how maybe you can help them.  Let them do the talking that will 

help them help themselves to work hard and not give up when doing the assessments.  

Your children are keiki to be proud of.  They work hard and they do try to do their best.  
Remember, there are different programs they may use at home to help them improve in 

their test / assessment taking.  For example, Achieve3000 which they all know how to 

access from at home if you have it or i-Ready.  If you don’t have internet, remember your 

community understands your needs and there are computers and help available at the 

Keaukaha Community Center where they can attend daily.   

 
Summer is approaching so families, think about sending your keiki to summer school.  We 

have an academic one and an enrichment one we are offering.  There is no charge and 

each day breakfast and lunch will be served to your child at no extra cost.  It’s a win – win 

situation.  Think about it and we hope to see your children here. 

 
So parents and grandparents, what are you going to do to make a 

difference?  Because YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  Be proud of who 

you are and where you’re from K-E-A-U-K-A-H-A.  

 

Mahalo Kumu Loke 

 

 

 

Time is really flying by now! Fourth quarter is here already!  Students have been hard 

at work learning the common core standards and our math programs, Stepping 

Stones K-5 and Go Math for grade 6.  The Smarter Balanced Assessment is in full 

swing too!  Please make sure your children get enough rest and have a good break-

fast every morning to get them off to a great start each day!   

This month’s math corner will focus on the last two Standards of Mathematical Prac-

tices (SMP) that our teachers seek to develop in our students.  These practices also 

rely on important concepts and strategies used in daily mathematics education.   

Math Tip #10 

As you work with your child, keep in mind the mathematical practices they 

are using as they work.  Ask your child: How did they solve the problem? Why did they 

solve it that way? Or Can they justify/check their work?  Together, we can show your 

child that math is fun!   

MP.7: Look for and make use of structure 

Find, extend, analyze, and create patterns 

Use patterns and structures to solve problems 

MP.8: Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 

Use patterns and structures to create and explain rules and 

shortcuts. Use properties, rules, and shortcuts to solve problems Reflect on your 

thinking before, during, and after you solve a problem 

Don’t forget, if you ever need help 

with work or to understand the math programs better, 

please feel free to come and see me.  I am located in A 

basement, under the “former” office.   

TEST TIPS FOR STUDENTS        

By: Janel Masuhara 

Aloha! 
    During the months of April and May, 

Keaukaha Elementary students in grades 3, 4, 
5 and 6 will be taking the Smarter Balanced 

Assessments in Reading and Math.  These are 
a few tips to prepare them for the upcoming 

tests. 
GETTING READY…IN MIND AND BODY 

Get plenty of sleep the night before each test.  

Cramming won’t help, so relax by reading 

or spending time with a hobby. 

Hunger hurts! Not only does it hurt your stomach 

and growl, but also it never helps your test 

taking either.  Eat your normal breakfast 

and maybe a bit extra.  Don’t try any new 

or unusual foods. 

Get everything else out of your mind and think 

only of doing your very best. 

Talk to a parent.  Tell your parent if something 

worries you.  Be sure to tell them you will 

give the test your very best each day on 

the test.  And then “just do it”! 

Try a little exercise in the morning to get the blood 

flowing – jumping jacks, running in place, etc. 

A morning shower may help you shake the sleep-

ies. 

Dress comfortably. 

If you wear glasses be sure to have them with 

you! 

Have a special snack with you each day.  

MAKING THE BEST USE OF YOUR TIME… 

Don’t rush, but don’t delay either.  Use a 

medium pace. 

Answer the questions you are sure of first. 

If you are stumped by a question, go on 

with the test.  Then come back later to try 

it again.  Flag the questions you want to go 

back and recheck. 

Look over your work, if you finish early. 

MAKING FEWER MISTAKES 

Read all directions carefully.  Under-

stand what you are supposed to do 

before starting. 

Ask your teacher for help if you don’t understand the 

directions.  

In the multiple-choice section, be certain to read 

each answer.  Select the correct answer.  

If you are unsure then try to eliminate the 

answers that are totally wrong.  This will 

increase your chances of selecting the 

correct answer. 

 

Try every single question.  Even if you’re not 
certain, try to give your best choice. 

On the written section, you must write in 

full and complete sentences. 

Again, try every question.  You may not 
know everything about a question, 
but you should always write down 

everything you know about the 
topic. 

GOOD LUCK ON THE TEST! 

 



 

 
 
5/10 Excursion PreK—Kapiolani Elementary 
5/13 Excursion PreK—OK Farms 
5/18 Excursion Grade 3—Kumuola Marine Center 
5/20 Excursion PreK—Prince Kuhio Plaza 
        Excursion Grade 2—Onekahakaha Beach 
        Excursion Grade 3—Hilo Home Depot 
5/23 Excursion School Service  
 @ Puhi Bay 815am-1:45pm 
5/24 Pre-K Promotion 8:30 am—10: 30 am, Gym 
        6th Grade Promotion 12:45 pm, Gym 
5/25 Water Day—Permission forms MUST be 
        signed for student to participate 
5/26 Excursion PreK & Grade 6 –Liliuokalani Park 
5/26 4th Quarter Awards Assembly 
        K-2   12:10—1:00 pm, Gym 
        3-5    1:00—1:50 pm, Gym 
5/26 Last Day of School—Happy Summer!!! 

Keaukaha School is a Title 1 school. We receive Federal 

funds to ensure that all children have a fair, equal and 

significant opportunity to obtain high-quality education 

and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on the challenging 

state academic standards. 

 
 
"Need a High School Type Diploma? Over 18 years old? Waipahu Community 

School for Adults- HILO CAMPUS (WCSAHC) has the answer. We offer a Hawaii 
Adult Community School Diploma. WCSAHC is fully accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges. Please give us a call at 974-4100 or visit us 
at Waiakea High School room P27." 

Want a YEARBOOK? 

Reserve your yearbook copy now! 

Cost is $10! Payment can be made at 

the school office. 

If your child will be at least five years of age on the first day of instruc-
tion (July 31, 2016) of school year 2016-17, he/she may attend a 
public school kindergarten.  Please come to our office to pick up a 
kindergarten packet. 
The following items are needed to complete registration at Keaukaha 
Elementary School: 
 
      1)   Birth certificate (students born on August 1, 2010 to July 
31, 2011) 
      2)   Proof of residence that family is living in Keaukaha district 
(if not in district, submit GE to home district school).  Geographic 
Exception Request forms are available at any public school office. 
      3)   Form 14 - Student health record (TB clearance, physical 
and immunization shots updated).  Form 14 available in our kinder-
garten packet. 
      4)   Legal documents - if applicable (i.e. current Power of Attor-
ney if not living with parents, TROs, etc.) 
 
If you have any questions, please call the office at (808) 974-4181 or 
visit the office from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Mahalo! 

 

 

     If you have been looking for clothing items 

that your child has misplaced, please stop by the 

Health Room. The Health Room is open from 

7:30am-2:30pm Daily.  Any items not claimed by 

Thursday, May 26, 2016 (last day of school) will 

be donated to charity.  Mahalo! 

 

“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer” 

KEAUKAHA SUMMER PROGRAMS 
‘Ike Hawaii Summer Enrichment—Hawaiian Culture & Values 

Keaukaha Summer Extended Program—Reading, Writing, Math 

 

Program Dates: June 14—July 15, Tuesday-Friday, 8:00am –12:00pm 

Breakfast and Lunch will be served—NO Cost to families 

Contact: Kumu Noe Taum—974-4181 Ext. 306 for an application 

Deadline to Apply: Friday, May 13, 2016  


