
“The greatest challenge in life is discovering who you are. The second greatest is
being happy with what you find.”

~ Author UnknownAloha e Keaukaha ‘Ohana!

The final month of school is here! I can not believe how quickly the 2017-2018 school year went by. The 
month of May will be another busy month for us with so many fun-filled activities and schoolwide 
celebrations. Please check in with your child’s teacher about what’s happening in the month of May! 

Our annual May Day program was held on Wednesday, May 2nd. Our theme, Ke Kaiāulu O Keaukaha, focused on celebrating 
everything KEAUKAHA. We celebrated its beaches, its people, its essence! It was absolutely beautiful! MAHALO goes out to 
Kumu Loke and Aunty Mona for taking the lead with this day and coordinating such a memorable celebration for our students 
and community and MAHALO to everyone who had a part in making this day a success! Keaukaha Smiles………

As a reminder, we are still accepting Kindergarten registration forms. If you know of any families who have not registered their 
child for school yet, please encourage them to do so quickly. All students entering Kindergarten must be 5 years old on or before 
July 31, 2018. Should you have any questions, please contact Sharon in our main office. Mahalo for helping us spread the word!

Although printed in the April monthly bulletin, I’d like to remind everyone of the possible summer programs your child could 
attend. For students entering Kindergarten, Keaukaha will offer Keiki Steps. This program will run from June 25 – July 13 from 
8:00 am – 11:15 am. If you are interested in enrolling your child, please contact Kindergarten teacher Wendi Kimura. Next, 
Keaukaha will offer two five-week summer programs for other grade levels. Both programs will run from 8:00 am – 12:00 pm 
from June 12 – July 13, 4 days a week with no classes being offered on Mondays. The first program, Summer Enrichment, is 
continuing from years past and will be open to students currently in grades K-5 at Keaukaha Elementary. This program will be 
led by Mona Ubedei and will focus on Culture-Based activities. The second summer program, Summer Extended Learning, will 
focus on providing additional instruction to current students in grades 1-5 to help strengthen their academic skills in Reading,
Writing and Math. This program will be led by Noe Taum. All three summer programs are offered at no cost and any interested 
parents will need to complete an application and return it to the school by the designated deadline for each. In addition, I applied 
for a School Food Service summer feeding option in the hopes that we will be able to provide FREE breakfast and lunch to all 
students who attend any summer program. Should you have any questions about the summer program options, please feel free to 
contact our school.

Hau’oli Lā Hānau wishes go out to Academic Coach Lei Fa’anunu, PCNC Mona Ubedei, 2nd grade Kumu Sarah Tamura, 
Counselor Kristin Spear, Office Assistant Alan Tada, and to all the students who celebrate their birthdays in the month of May. 
Happy birthday to you!

Please mark your calendars. Thursday, May 31 is the last day of the 4th quarter for our students and their first day back for 
the 2018-2019 school year will be Monday, August 6. Please plan ahead to ensure our students return to campus on the first 
day of school. We are always hoping for 100% attendance on their first day back.

In closing, MAHALO for all of your support this school year! We are truly fortunate to work with such AMAZING families on a 
daily basis!! 

Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono!
A Hui Hou!! 

Kumu Stacey Bello



Talk To Your Child About 
Showing Respect For 
Teachers, Classmates

Respectful behavior is just as 
important at school as it is at 
home.  When students have 
respect for teachers and 
classmates, they help create the 
positive academic environment all 
children need to be successful.

Encourage your child to:
• Address the teacher by name.  

Simply saying “Good morning, 
Kumu Spear” is an easy way 
to show respect.

• Be courteous.  He/she should 
say please and thank you to 
the teacher and classmates.

• Raise your hand. When your 
child waits to be called on, 
he/she demonstrates self-
control and respect for 
others.

• Do what’s expected.
Everyone in school has a job 
to do.  If the teacher doesn’t 
plan any lessons, no one can 
learn anything.  If students 
don’t do their jobs –
completing homework, 
listening to the teacher – it 
makes it more difficult to 
learn.

• Listen to the teacher’s 
comments. Teachers want 
students to learn and to 
succeed.  That means they 
have to point out mistakes.  
Your child will do much better 
in school if she can recognize 
and accept constructive 
feedback.

On Thursday, April 19, 2018, the Masayuki Tokioka Excellence in 
School Leadership Award was presented at the annual Public 
Schools of Hawaii Foundation Banquet at the Sheraton Waikiki 
Hotel.  This year, 14 principals were nominated across the state and 
we are pleased to announce that Kumu Stacey Bello was selected 
in the top 3 as one of the 2 semi-finalist!  The award is named in 
honor of the late Masayuki Tokioka, and is presented annually by 
the Island Insurance Foundation to a school principal who is 
visionary, community-minded and has an entrepreneurial spirit.  
Congratulations Kumu Bello!  Mahalo for making Keaukaha shine!

Families and community members are invited to listen 
to a presentation being held at the next Keaukaha 
Community Association meeting planned for 
Wednesday, May 16, 2018. Meeting starts around 6:30 
pm.

A 15-20 minute presentation and an open discussion 
will focus on the safety of our children and preventive 
measures that can be taken as it relates to internet 
crimes. These internet crimes include, but are not 
limited to, cyber bullying, stalking, identifying potential 
predators and identifiers of suspicious behaviors in 
social media.

We hope that you can attend to learn more about 
ways to keep your children safe while they navigate 
through a digital world.



Hōkūleʻa sailed into Hilo Bay on April 2, 2018 and arrived at the Grand Naniloa Hotel pier where the 
legendary canoe was greeted with a cultural welcome ceremony featuring chant, musical performances 
and remarks by Mayor Harry Kim.  Keaukaha Elementary Schoolʻs 6th graders were invited to take part 
in the ceremony that welcomed Hōkūle`a and its crew.  The experience was one that everyone will 
remember.

On April 10th, The Polynesian Voyaging Society engaged with all of our Keaukaha 
students from Preschool to 6th grade with canoe visits and hands-on educational 
activities tailored to every age. The visit highlighted wayfinding and voyaging through 
the lenses of math, science, conservation and culture.



Keaukaha Elementary loves to celebrate the achievements of our keiki! On April 13th, 
we held our 3rd Quarter Awards assembly. Congratulations to all of our students who 
received awards and mahalo to all the `ohana who came to celebrate their children!  

Congratulations Kumu Lewisʻ class on winning 
the prestigious Attendance Award!

Matthew Kamalani –
2nd Grade 
Highest fundraiser 
for American Heart 
Association Jump For 
Heart - $854!  Mahalo 
Matthew!



On Tuesday April 24th, 2018, over 200 people attended our last `Ohana Night of the year.  The 
theme of the night was STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics). There 
were informational booths made by Keaukaha students and various community booths that allowed 
for hands-on activities.  Both students and adults had fun during the event!  

The Keaukaha Elementary STEAM committee would like to thank the presenters, 
teachers, and staff for their help with our 3rd Annual STEAM 'Ohana Night. Mahalo for 
taking time out of your busy schedule to support STEAM learning opportunities for our 
school community.

A big mahalo also goes out to our students and 'ohana for coming out and joining us. We 
hope you enjoyed exploring various STEAM careers through all of the fun activities.

Aloha,
STEAM Committee



On April 26th, Kumu Bello, Ms. Masuhara, and 5th graders, Chyler Medeiros and Melonie Leite-Kahikina
attended the `Olelo Youth Xchange Awards Ceremony on Oahu. These two students entered videos 
for the contest in April.  Keaukaha Elementary School was named as one of the 6 finalists in the
newcomer category and Chylerʻs entry was one of the final top three in her category! We are so
proud of our students and are impressed with their efforts!  Congratulations Chyler and Melonie! 

Makena Ahuna will be 
attending Eastern Arizona 
University on a full ride
athletic scholarship to
major in nursing. Makena
feels that the AVID
program should be
incorporated to all school
systems so they would get 
the chance and help that 
she received through this 
program.  

Tyler-Trenten Kuanoni
will be attending the 
University of Hawaii in 
Hilo to major in 
physics.  Tylerʻs special
moment was when he 
spoke to elementary 
students about college 
and witnessed the 
smiles on their faces.

Alexus Paglinawan
will be attending 
Southwestern 
Oregon Community 
College to major in 
liberal arts.  AVID 
has helped Alexus to 
achieve her dreams 
of getting a higher 
education.

Caitlin Ho`opi`i will be
attending Dixie State 
University to major in 
American Sign 
Language and General 
Teaching.  AVID has 
helped Caitlin learn 
many new skills that she 
can apply in college 
such as her public 
speaking skills.

AVID, which stands for Advancement Via Individual 
Determination, is a college readiness program designed to 
help students develop the skills they need to be successful 
in college. The program places special emphasis on growing 
writing, critical thinking, teamwork, organization and 
reading skills.  These Keaukaha students have been a part 
of the AVID program for several years.  Congratulations!  
Keaukaha is proud to be a part of your journey!  Good 
Luck!



May is here and the countdown begins!  J Our students are still working hard on the Smarter 
Balanced Assessments (SBA) to show how much they have learned from our wonderful 
teachers!  

Let’s continue to help our students to be the best they can be! Here are some reminders again 
to help reinforce the learning your child has accomplished:

• Have a regular study time for your child and if possible, have a quiet place for them to study 
Ø No TV, video games, or phones allowed

• Allow them to use a computer, phone, etc. to access online accounts or websites to improve 
their basic skills 

Ø www.gregtang.com
Ø www.adaptedminds.com
Ø www.mathisfun.com
Ø www.sheppardsoftware.com
Ø www.mathplayground.com
Ø www.pbskids.org
Ø www.ixl.com/signin/keaukaha
Ø www.login.i-ready.com

• Have them practice their math and reading fluency
• Play mental math games or just talk to your children about math 

Ø Everyday real life situations will help your child greatly. 
• There’s more than one right way to get an answer

Ø It’s okay if your child may not use the most efficient way 
Ø It’s the way, they UNDERSTAND how to do it and its okay

• Have your child use the CUBES strategy to figure out a math word problem
Ø C = Circle Key words/phrases
Ø U = Underline the question
Ø B = Box math action words (Words that help to figure out what equation to use)
Ø E = Evaluate and/or Eliminate (plan out steps to solve and/or eliminate extra info)
Ø S = Solve the problem and check

• Finally, Make sure they eat a good breakfast or have a snack to help them concentrate 
better J

Don’t forget, if you ever need help with math work or help to understand the math programs 
better, please feel free to come and see any of your child’s teachers or the coaches (Kumu 
Loke, Kumu Fa’anunu, or myself).  We would be happy to help in any way.  The coaches are 
located in A-Building basement.  Please come, stop by, and say “Hello”.  
Mahalo, Kumu Miyataki J

“The only way to learn mathematics is to do mathematics.”   Paul Halmos

http://www.gregtang.com/
http://www.adaptedminds.com/
http://www.mathisfun.com/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.pbskids.org/
http://www.ixl.com/signin/keaukaha
http://www.login.i-ready.com/


Ke Kaiāulu o Keaukaha
The Community of Keaukaha

May Day – May 2nd, 2018
On May 2nd, 2018, Keaukaha celebrated our annual May Day Celebration.  The theme this year was Ke 
Kaiāulu o Keaukaha - E kuhikuhi pono I nā au iki a me nā au nui o ka ʻike (Celebrating and Honoring the 
Community, It’s Places, and People).  The keiki performed beautifully to live music with their `ohana cheering 
them on.  The staff even performed!  It was a beautiful day to celebrate Keaukaha and the people who are a 
part of this wonderful community!

May Day Court
Ali`i Wahine – Sweetie Leslie
Ali`i Kane – Peyton Pana

Na Kahakai o Ke Kaiāulu o Keaukaha
Kulapae – Chyler Medeiros

Onekahakaha – Manya Torres
Palekai – Hali`imaile Kuamo`o

Leleiwi – Mailani Kaleohano
Waiuli – Solana Murray
Lehia – Xian Solis-Kalani

Kahili Ula`ula
Kaikuakea Kahana-Rowe & Delfin Paulo Galsote

Kahili Melemele
Kaniala Gomes & Blaze Kipilii

Pulo`ulo`u
Xander Apilado-Mauricio

Pu 
Jayman Naehu & RJ Hudman



Ke Kaiāulu o Keaukaha
The Community of Keaukaha

May Day – May 2nd, 2018



May 7th – 11th, 2018
Mahalo to all of our hard working

teachers and staff!   The dedication and
love you give to your students will touch 

their lives forever!  
Thank you for all that you do!

May 8 – 11 – SBA Math Testing (Gr. 3 – 6)
May 21 – School Service Excursion
May 22 – HERO End of Year Celebration
May 23 – Kindergarten Celebration
May 25 – Preschool Promotion Ceremony

6th Grade Promotion Ceremony
May 28 – Memorial Day (Holiday – No School)
May 29 – 4th Quarter Awards Assembly (Gr. K-5)
May 30 – Reading Challenge Celebration
May 31 – Water Day

Last Day for Students


