
“When you love what you have, you have everything you need.”
~ Author UnknownAloha e Keaukaha!

Welcome back, everyone! I hope you enjoyed all that summer had to offer.  But now, we are back in session   
and ready for another GREAT year!

I am very excited to introduce you to a new teacher on our campus and to inform you of internal homeroom 
teacher changes that occurred:

• Kumu Sherry Nakata joins us as our new Special Education Preschool Teacher.
• Kumu Alex Gausepohl moved from 6th grade to our 5th grade team. 
• Kumu Melanie Toyama moved from 5th grade to our 4th grade team.
• Kumu Eden Scanlan moved from 5th grade to our 6th grade team.
• Kumu Amber Huihui moved from 1st grade to our Kindergarten team.
• Kumu Ruth Jarneski moved from Kindergarten to our 1st grade team.

There will be a lot of information going home with our students throughout the year. Please take the time to read all bulletins,
messages and flyers sent home so that you know exactly what is going on in our school. You will also receive text messages from 
me during the year through our school’s communication system called ParentSquare. Please keep our office staff informed of any 
phone number changes that may occur during the year. 

Our students return to Keaukaha Elementary in their school uniforms again this year!! As a reminder, their uniform color is ROYAL 
BLUE (not black, brown or pink) and these blue uniforms are to be used Monday through Thursday, unless we have another activity 
planned for that day. Friday is Free Dress day for our students. Our Uniform Policy and Procedure information will go home in the 
opening day documents for your review. Uniforms can be purchased throughout the year at Creative Arts. As a reminder, the 
ROYAL BLUE shirts are to be used by students only and will not be sold for adult use. Mahalo for honoring our students!! In 
addition, students may borrow a uniform from school if they do not have one at home. However, this should be a rare occurrence.
Please ensure that your child has enough uniform shirts ready for school during the week. Mahalo for your assistance with this! Feel 
free to contact me if you have questions about our uniforms.

Daily student attendance continues to be a primary focus area for us. Please make every effort to bring your children to school 
daily and on time. School starts at 8:00 am and students are considered tardy after 8:05 am. Of course, if they are sick, they 
should stay home. But if they are healthy and well, please have them in school with us. They could fall behind if they miss school 
unnecessarily. Any child with 15 or more days absent in a year will be considered chronically absent from school so let’s work 
together to make sure they are in school. Mahalo for your attention to this!

I want to wish HAU’OLI LĀ HĀNAU to our August birthdays: Kumu Tyrel Lolo, Kumu Melanie Toyama, Kumu Eden Scanlan, Kumu 
Amber Yung, EA Aunty Hina Wong, Kumu Donna Foster, Kumu Waihilo Chartrand-Chung, Kumu Cela Bento, EA Aunty Nicole 
Crichton, Kumu Wendi Kimura, Substitute Aunty Kahea Rowe, and to our many students and parents who share August as their 
month of birth. Happy Birthday to you all!

I look forward to celebrating another year of FUN and LEARNING together!!! J My door is always open if you need to discuss 
anything…. Mahalo for all that you do! We so appreciate you! 

Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono!
A Hui Hou! 

Po’o Kumu Stacey Bello

August 2019



Teach Your Child How 
to Listen and Speak     

in Turn
Listening to others and waiting for 

a turn to speak are essential skills 
for school.  If 25 students were 
always talking at once, children 
could never learn!

If you encourage and model polite 
talking and listening skills at home, 
your child will be more likely to use 
them at school, too.  As a family, 
you can practice these valuable 
skills:
• During mealtimes.  Family meals 

offer the perfect opportunity for 
your child to learn conversation 
skills.  Give family members a 
chance to tell something about 
their day.  Do not allow others to 
speak while someone else is 
talking.

• During story time. You know it’s 
important to read with your child.  
It encourages your child to learn 
to read.  But it also teaches them 
to listen and pay attention.  Ask 
questions about the story.  “Can 
you tell me which part you liked 
best in the story?”  Does this 
story remind you of any other 
stories we’ve read?”

• During playtime. Games such as 
Simon Says have been around 
forever because they are fun and 
they teach young children to 
listen carefully.  Many board 
games encourage talking, 
listening and taking turns.  You 
can also sing your child’s favorite 
song using the syllable “la” 
instead of singing the words.  See 
if your child can listen carefully 
and guess the song.

Aloha!  My name is Kumu Sherry Nakata.                  
I am so excited and honored to be your 

new Special Education Preschool Teacher.  I 
am the proud wife of Mike and mother of 

two precious boys, Brycen and Jayson and a fur baby Bella.  This 
is my 18th year teaching Preschool, both public and private.  I have a 
BA in Special Education and also a degree in Early Childhood 
Education.  I have previously taught at Keaau Elementary for 13 
years and was also at Hilo Union for 5.  I am so grateful to have the 
opportunity to call Keaukaha Elementary my new home.  I truly look 
forward to working with all of the keiki and ohana of this wonderful 
ohana and community-centered school.







Aloha e Nā `Ohana o Keaukaha,

Once more we return to the piko – to Keaukaha Elementary School looking forward to a new year and 
exciting adventures in learning.  As you may know, I'm Kumu Loke and I will be working with your 
teachers, children, and with you in English Language Arts or ELA.  ELA includes:  reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening skills all vital to your child's success in academics. Focusing on your child's 
strengths we'll work to help them with new concepts, vocabulary, and comprehension skills.  My focus 
will be on grades Pre-Kindergarten through grade 2.  Title 1, Reading Wonders, Achieve3000, DIBELS, 
and MIKA are some of the programs that I manage which are directly related to English Language Arts.   
I look forward to getting to know your children more and also getting to know you because you have an 
enormous affect on your child's learning. Please call if you have any questions or concerns that I might 
be able to assist you with. 

Mahalo Nui,   Kumu Loke Kamanu

Aloha Mai Kakou,

Welcome everyone to our wonderful Keaukaha Elementary School!  I hope you all had time to relax and 
have some fun this summer and know you all must be excited to start your school year with a blast!  J

I, Kumu Miyataki, will again be the math lead for our school and coach for the great 3rd & 4th grade teams.!  
J So, please email tina.miyataki@k12.hi.us or call me at 974-4181 if you have any questions or concerns.  I 
look forward to meeting you and lets…  

A Hui Hou,
Kumu Tina Miyataki  J

Welcome back one and all! Summer has drawn to a close and the 2019-2020 school year is       
about to kick off. My name is Kumu Lei Faʻanunu and I am the 5th and 6th grade academic 

coach, Health and Wellness lead, and Schoolwide Reading Challenge coordinator here at Keaukaha 
Elementary School. I hope everyone feels refreshed, well rested, and is happy to be back at school. In 
case you wonder what I do, my job is to support our teachers and students in the classrooms. In addition, I 
am here to support all of you and look forward to meeting you. I wear many hats but the one that probably 
keeps me the busiest is being a MOM. I am a mother of seven: two college students, two high schoolers, one 
middle schooler, and have two children here at our school. I'm a Netflix junkie but equally love reading, 
hanging out at the beach, and eating ono food. I have been blessed to work with a wonderful group of 
individuals who love your children and TOGETHER, we will try our very best to make learning fun and 
meaningful. As we begin the new year I would like to challenge all of you to read together as a family, to 
make reading fun, and to find joy in reading, not only for your child, but for yourself!! Mahalo for entrusting 
your child in our care!

“ Build math minds not calculators.”
- Christina Tondevold

mailto:tina.miyataki@k12.hi.us


August 5, 2019 – Welcome Back 
Piko Ceremony

August  16, 2019 – NO SCHOOL 
– Statehood Day

August 28, 2019 - Wehena Kula - Open House

September 2, 2019 – NO SCHOOL 
– Labor Day

Reminder:
Breakfast is 
served daily 
from 7:15 –
7:55 a.m. in 

our cafeteria.

Keaukaha School is a Title 1 school.  We 
receive federal funds to ensure that all 

children have a fair, equal and significant 
opportunity to obtain high-quality education 

and reach, at minimum, proficiency on 
challenging state academic achievement 

standards and state academic assessments.

Check out Keaukaha Elementary on:

Website
Keaukahaelementary.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/keaukaha.elementary/

Twitter
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaSchool
Twitter-Principal Stacey Bello
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaPrin

YEARBOOK
Reserve your 

yearbook copy now!
Cost is $10.00!  

Payment can be made 
at the school office.

https://www.facebook.com/keaukaha.elementary/
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaSchool
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaPrin

