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“You were born with the ability to change someone’s life, don’t ever waste it.”

~ Author Unknown

Aloha e Keaukaha ‘Ohana!

What a great first month it has been! We’ve spent some time welcoming our students 
back, teaching school expectations, dealing with Hurricane Lane, and closing the month 
with an Open House celebration! Whew! 

Throughout the year, Keaukaha Elementary celebrates six Hawaiian core values. ALOHA was our focus in 
August as we opened the new school year and the value of LŌKAHI will be our focus in September. Lōkahi
emphasizes the importance of teamwork, collaboration, cooperation, harmony and unity. You can help us 
reinforce this value by talking to your children about the importance of working together and promoting 
harmony in their surroundings. Mahalo for your continued support!

Hooray!! We had a very successful Open House-Wehena Kula this past week on August 29. It was great to 
see so many of you there to join us in our opening parent event. We had over 850 people in attendance. 
Whoohoo! Mahalo for taking time that evening to join us! Your partnership and involvement means so much 
to all of us here at Keaukaha Elementary and your children are always so excited to show you their learning 
environment and have you meet their teachers. J Again, MAHALO for making that night such a success!

If you haven’t done so already, I encourage you to join our parent organization, Hui ‘Ohana o Keaukaha.
The focus of this group is to support Keaukaha Elementary staff and students in the work that we do. 
There are several activities planned by the group for fundraising, school gatherings, and celebrating 
Keaukaha School in the upcoming Merrie Monarch parade. Please join us and become involved in the 
education of your child and our school. Roll up those sleeves, pick up a paddle, and jump in that canoe with 
us. J As our vision says, “E hoe i ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! Let’s Paddle Our Canoe Together!” Mahalo to 
Robyn, Cheryl, Kalei and Teresa for leading our parent group. 

Congratulations go out to our new Student Council Officers who were elected to their positions on August 
31! President – Hali’imaile Kuamo’o, Vice President – Tiana Brown, Secretary – Haylee Oshiro, Treasurer –
Taylen Babas-Masuno! Congratulations also go out to our 40 candidates who demonstrated leadership 
and courage in delivering their speeches in front of our whole school! We are all so very proud of you!

We say HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS to Kumu Karlie Lewis, Aunty Malia Kainoa, Uncle Robert 
Carvalho, Kumu Kim Kahawaiola’a, Aunty Renee Katada, Kumu Annette McComber, and to our students 
who celebrate their birthdays in the month of September! Hau’oli Lā Hānau!

In closing, I’d just like to share my deepest appreciation with all of you for your continued dedication and 
support for your child’s education. Thank you for picking up “your paddle”. We could not move our 
“canoe” without you!

Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono!

A Hui Hou! 

Kumu Stacey Bello



Importance of Daily 
School Attendance

As a parent, you have the chance to instill 
positive habits from the beginning of 
your child’s school year.  And few habits 
are more important than coming to 
school on time each day.

Here’s why attendance is not just 
important, but critical:
It’s necessary for learning.  When 
children aren’t in school, they miss out 
on what the teacher is teaching.
It makes things easier on your child.  
Having to catch up from missed days can 
be stressful.
It’s important for promotion.  Students 
who miss too much school may not be 
promoted to the next grade.
It’s the law. Your child must be in 
school unless there is a legal excuse, such 
as an illness or family emergency.

Vice President:
Cheryl Polikapu-Medeiros
Secretary:
Teresa Agpoon
Treasurer:
Kalei Kamalani

Hui `Ohana Keaukaha is our 
parent organization.  We hope 
that you join our group to 
support our school and keiki!  
Only $5.00 per `ohana!

Hui `Ohana o 
Keaukaha

President:
Robyn Riedel-McKeen Mahalo to:

Arnottʻs Lodge

Keaukaha General Store

Hale Pule Ke Ola Hou

Car Rental Companies



Mahalo for making Keaukaha Elementary School's Open House a success! 
We had over 850 students, 'ohana, community members and staff in 
attendance. It truly takes all of us working together to help our keiki thrive 
and grow!





On Friday, August 31, 2018, Keaukaha School held our Student Council Elections. 
This year we had over 40 candidates running for office!  All of the students 
did an amazing job and we congratulate them in their efforts to make 
Keaukaha the best it can be!

Student Council Officers
SY 2018-19

(Left to Right) President: Hali`imaile Kuamo`o, Vice-President:  Tiana Brown, 
Secretary:  Haylee Oshiro, Treasurer:  Taylen Babas-Masuno



Aloha Mai Kakou,

Welcome back everyone!  Hope you all had a wonderful summer break and are ready to continue your learning with us!  J In this article, I 

would like to highlight some helpful hints to get your child back on track to learning!  J
1. Bond/Talk with your child

Yes, we are all busy but just spending a few minutes talking with your child about his/her day will go a long way.  J
Keeping lines of communication open also shows your child you care about them

Ask them questions such as, “What did you learn today in Math?” or “Whom did you play with today?”

Give them your full attention when speaking with them too.  Doing some of these activities will help to build a special bond with your child.  

Have fun with them too!

2. Foster a love of learning – Be Positive

Shakuntala Devi, writer and math scholar, says it best, Without Mathematics, there’s nothing you can do.  Everything around you is 

mathematics.  Everything around you is numbers.”  This is so true!  Point out to your child how math is used everyday and share how exciting 

learning math can be!  

Counting and giving change when making a purchase

Make a favorite meal and have them help measure ingredients 

Learn how to tell time so they can help to be on time to school

3. Set regular routines

Routines make life simpler.  Your child will know what to do and when.  Make sure your expectations are also clear and simple.  

Morning routine example: Get up, brush teeth, eat breakfast, change clothes, and go to school

Afternoon routing example: Go home, do homework, parent check homework, put papers back in folder, and pack bag for school.

Also make sure you have a set place and time to do homework.  

Math Olympiad

Think you are a math whiz?  Love Math?  Great with Numbers?  Then, this is the corner for you!  J From every Math 
Corner, complete the math problem for your grade level and return your answer to me, Kumu Miyataki, in A-
Basement on or before the deadline of September 12th, Wednesday.  You can cut the box out or come to A-Basement 
to fill out an answer sheet.  One winner per grade level cluster will be picked and announced in Ka Leo Pono or with 
morning announcements.   Winners will also get to choose a prize from the Math Olympiad Treasure Chest.  J
Correct answers will be printed along with winners in the next Math Corner too.  

Have fun practicing and playing together!  Do not forget, if you ever need help with math homework or help to 
understand the math programs, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or any of the coaches, Kumu Loke for 
grades PreK to grade 2, Kumu Fa’anunu for grades 5-6, and myself, Kumu Miyataki for grades 3-4.  You can also call 
the school at 974-4181.  I look forward to meeting you…   J

A Hui Hou,
Kumu Tina Miyataki J
Email: tina_miyataki@notes.k12.hi.us

mailto:tina_miyataki@notes.k12.hi.us




September 3, 2018 – NO SCHOOL
Labor Day

September 7, 2018 – Hui Wala`au
Principal Talk Story
Faculty Center 8a.m.

September 21, 2018, - Picture Taking

September 27, 2018 – `Ohana Night

Congratulations!  
We are a Blue Zone School!

“The healthier we make Hawaii Schools, the healthier our 
keiki will be!”

As a Blue Zone School our goal is to teach children how to live 
longer, healthier, and happier lives.  By encouraging children and 
families to make better eating choices, increasing physical activity, 
and implementing tobacco free policies, we are forming healthy 
habits for life! 

What 

does t
hat 

mean?

Mahalo to Keaukaha Health & 
Wellness Committee for 
working hard towards making 
KES a certified Blue Zone 
School! Chairperson: Lei 
Faʻanunu Members: Wendi 
Kimura, Leimomi Chartrand, 
Jennifer Baptista and Sara Mine


