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What Every Parent Should Know About the
Smarter Balanced Assessments and the

Hawai‘i State Science Assessments
Which assessments will my child take?

If your child is enrolled in grades 3–8 or 11, your child will take the Hawai‘i Smarter Balanced

English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics Assessments. The Smarter Balanced English

Language Arts/Literacy Assessment consists of a computer adaptive test (CAT) as well as a

performance task (PT). The Smarter Balanced Mathematics Assessment consists of a computer

adaptive test (CAT) only. If your child is enrolled in grade 4 or 8, your child will also take the Hawai‘i

State Science Assessment. 

When will the assessments be administered? 

Your child will take the Smarter Balanced English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics

Assessments once for each content area. Test window information for the Smarter Balanced

Assessments is available on alohahsap.org. Your child's school will inform you of its testing schedule

and when your child will take each content area assessment.

Test window information for the Hawai‘i State Science Assessments is available on alohahsap.org.

Your child’s school will inform you of its testing schedule and whether your child will take the Hawai‘i

State Science Assessment one or two times.

Will my child see the same questions if he or she takes the adaptive online Hawai‘i State
Science Assessment in the English language more than once?

The online testing system records which questions your child has answered each time he or she takes

the Hawai‘i State Science Assessment. The system also adjusts to your child’s knowledge and skills as

he or she answers questions in order to provide the most accurate information about his or her

performance. Every time your child answers a question, his or her response helps determine the next

question he or she receives. Your child will be given a different set of questions each time he or she

takes the Hawai‘i State Science Assessment. If your child takes the Hawai‘i State Science Assessment

more than once, only the highest score is kept for his or her official record.

How much time does each assessment take?

The Hawai‘i State Science Assessment will take approximately two hours. The Smarter Balanced

English Language Arts/Literacy Assessment will take approximately 2 to 3 1/2 hours. The Smarter

Balanced Mathematics Assessment will take approximately 1 to 2 hours. Your child may be given

additional time to complete each assessment. Your child may exit an assessment and return on

another day to complete it. The online testing system keeps track of the questions that your child has

answered and will present the remaining questions when your child resumes the assessment. 
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What computer skills will my child need for the assessments?

The assessments include questions that will require your child to select one answer from a set of

possible answers, draw and move objects, and type responses directly into the testing system. Your

child can use the mouse or keyboard or both to take the online assessments, but your child is not

required to be an expert computer user or typist.

Students may also choose to use some online tools to help them during the assessments. 

Students can:

• zoom in on both text and graphics;

• highlight important information;

• strike out incorrect answer choices; and

• mark questions for review.

We encourage students to practice answering the types of questions included in the assessments. 

Content area practice and training tests for each grade level or grade level band and assessment are

available at alohahsap.org. 

When will families get the results of the assessments?

Your family will receive a paper score report with your child’s final scores at the beginning of the next

school year during the month of September.

How can I help my child prepare for the assessments?

You can best help your child prepare by providing the consistent support that will help your child 

do well in school every day. Make sure your child gets adequate sleep, eats a nourishing breakfast,

completes homework, and attends school every day. The Smarter Balanced Assessments and the

Hawai‘i State Science Assessments measure how well your child is meeting the comprehensive

content area standards that help guide your child’s daily instruction throughout the school year.

You can also help your child become familiar with the types of questions he or she might be asked to

answer by reviewing this booklet with him or her and visiting alohahsap.org to answer additional

content area practice and training test questions.

What accessibility supports are available for my child?

The assessments offer accessibility options to help all students, including English language learners

and those with disabilities, demonstrate what they know and are able to do on the state tests.

Accessibilities supports such as separate setting, text-to-speech, and a Spanish version of the

mathematics assessment can help to provide student access to test questions and answer options.

For more information on accessibility options, go to alohahsap.org and navigate to the Resources

section.
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Sample Questions for the 
Smarter Balanced Assessments and the

Hawai‘i State Science Assessments

Students will have to answer several different types of questions for the online assessments:

• Multiple-choice questions, in which students will select an answer option from a set

of possible choices

• Constructed-response questions:

• Natural language questions, in which students will type short and longer answers

into answer spaces

• Interactive questions, in which students will use the mouse or keyboard to move

items or draw responses within an answer space (also called a grid)

• Equation editor questions, in which students will input any mathematical

expression or equation

• Simulation prompts, in which students will interact with data and provide

answers in varied formats

The questions that follow illustrate the types of questions your child will answer on the Hawai‘i

Smarter Balanced English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics Assessments and the Hawai‘i

State Science Assessments. A Smarter Balanced English Language Arts or Mathematics question is

provided for grades 3, 5, 6, 7, and 11. A Hawai‘i Science Assessment question is provided for grades 4

and 8. Some questions are multiple choice and some are constructed response. Each question

includes the correct answer and other scoring information.

If you would like to see additional questions, please visit alohahsap.org.
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Grade 3

Subject: Smarter Balanced Mathematics

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard: 3.MD.3: 1|MD|H-3|a/s|3.MD.3: Draw a scaled picture graph
and a scaled bar graph to represent a data set with several categories. Solve one- and two-step “how many
more” and “how many less” problems using information presented in scaled bar graphs. For example, draw
a bar graph in which each square in the bar graph might represent 5 pets.

AND

3.OA.8: 1|OA|D-3|m|3.OA.8:  Solve two-step word problems using the four operations. Represent these
problems using equations with a letter standing for the unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of
answers using mental computation and estimation strategies including rounding.

Type of Question: Constructed Response - Interactive (Grid) (1 point)
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To earn one point, a student must create a bar graph that shows Nicky has 20 blue pencils and 40 green
pencils.
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To earn two points, a student must place the 5 kg weight four times as far from the fulcrum as the 20 kg
weight, as shown in the example below.

Grade 4
Subject: Hawai‘i Science
Hawai‘i Content and Performance Standards Benchmark: Describe that the mass of the Earth
exerts a gravitational force on all objects.
Type of Question: Constructed Response (2 points)

Put one 5 kg

weight and one

20 kg weight on

the bar and

position them so

that the bar

would remain

balanced in the

horizontal

position.

Put one 5 kg

weight and one

20 kg weight on

the bar and

position them so

that the bar

would remain

balanced in the

horizontal

position.
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Grade 5
Subject: Smarter Balanced English Language Arts

Hawai‘i Common Core Standard: 2-3: 4-CR|2-3: INTERPRET & INTEGRATE INFORMATION: Locate
information to support central ideas and subtopics; select and integrate information from data or print and
non-print text sources.
Type of Question: Selected Response – Table Match Item (1 point)

To earn one point, a student must click the box that identifies Note 1 supporting Main Idea B, Note 2
supporting Main Idea C, Note 3 supporting Main Idea B, and Note 4 supporting Main Idea A.
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Grade 6
Subject: Smarter Balanced Mathematics
Hawai‘i Common Core Standard: H-6: 1|G|H-6: Solve real-world and mathematical problems
involving area, surface area, and volume.
Type of Question: Constructed Response – Equation Editor (1 point)
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To earn one point, a student must enter the equation (or an equivalent to) (3 x h) + (h x 6).1

2
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Grade 7
Subject: Smarter Balanced English Language Arts
Hawai‘i Common Core Standard: 3-6: 2-W|3-6: WRITE/REVISE BRIEF TEXTS: Apply a variety of
strategies when writing or revising one or more paragraphs of informational text: organizing ideas by
stating and maintaining a focus/tone, developing a topic including relevant supporting evidence/
vocabulary and elaboration, or providing a conclusion appropriate to purpose and audience.
Type of Question: Constructed Response – Extended Response (2 points)
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To earn two points, a student must provide logical and relevant points/reasons/details and/or evidence
supporting the main idea/thesis/controlling idea about the real person behind the Johnny Appleseed legend
to enhance the content clearly and effectively elaborate ideas using precise words/language.
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Grade 8
Subject: Hawai‘i Science
Hawai‘i Content and Performance Standards Benchmark: Describe the physical characteristics
of oceans.
Type of Question: Constructed Response (1 point)

Temperature and density are two physical properties of ocean water.

Explain how one of these physical properties changes with increasing ocean water depth.

Type your answer in the space provided.

The temperature decreases

The response shown below earns one point because it provides a correct answer (“the temperature
decreases”).
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Grade 11
Subject: Smarter Balanced Mathematics 
Hawai‘i Common Core Standard: A-REI.C: Solve systems of equations.
Type of Question: Constructed Response – Equation Response (1 point)

To earn one point, a student must enter 15 for the number of t-shirts sold in the first response box and 8 for
the number of hats in the second response box.


