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E hoe I ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! 
 Let’s paddle our canoe together. 

 

Welcome Back Keaukaha ʻOhana!! 

“With each sunrise, we are given a chance for a new beginning.” ~ Author Unknown 

School is back in session!! FI-NAL-LY!!  I’ve really missed everyone and couldn’t wait to get our staff and students 

back to school!! We open our new school year with a reminder of our SCHOOL VISION and the MESSAGE behind 

it…. 

E hoe i ka wa’a! E hoʻolōkahi e!  

“Let’s Paddle Our Canoe Together!” 

The message behind our shared vision is that we are all on this journey together and we each have a kuleana 

(responsibility) in moving our canoe (school) forward. Mahalo nui for picking up your “paddle”! As we open the 

school year, I encourage you to work closely with us. Our positive partnership is critical in helping your child expe-

rience success in school. You can do this by simply keeping in contact with your child’s teacher, reviewing your 

child’s planner daily, helping your child with homework, attending all of our school activities and events, and/or vol-

unteering on our campus. 

During our Welcome Back assembly, I will review my pledge to our students as their po’o kumu and I’ll ask them to 

make a pledge as students of Keaukaha as well. These are the same pledges that were shared with our students in 

the 2013-2014 school year and it continues. Please help us by talking to your child about their student pledge so 

that together, we can make their experience in school a happy and successful one! 

 

Please join me in welcoming Vice Principal Heidi Pana to our staff here at Keaukaha. Kumu Pana will be 

with us for the 2015-2016 school year and will work very closely with me on a daily basis. Please read 

more from her in this monthly bulletin. Keaukaha Elementary is so EXCITED and FORTUNATE to have 

her join our ‘ohana! Welcome Kumu Pana! 

In addition to welcoming Vice Principal Pana, we have some internal changes to share with you: 

Ms. Alma Ha’o moved from Grade 1 to Kindergarten. 

Ms. Andrea Aguiar moved from Grade 1 to Grade 4. 

Ms. Amber Huihui moved from Grade 3 to Grade 1. 

Ms. Donna Foster moved from Grade 4 to Grade 3. 

Ms. Mia Pereira moved from our Librarian position to Grade 6. 

Mr. Harold Mizuno moved from Grade 6 to our Data Coach position. 

Principal’s Pledge to Students Student’s Pledge to Keaukaha 

All adults will work hard for you. 

You will be safe in our school. 

If you have something to say about our 

school, we will listen. 

Come to school on time everyday. 

Follow all expectations. 

Be ready to learn and work hard.        

Be a ‘sponge’! 



Our students return to us in their brand new school uniforms this 

year!! The uniform color is ROYAL BLUE (not black or brown) and 

these blue uniforms are to be used Monday through Thursday, 

unless we have another activity planned for that day. Friday is 

Free Dress day for our students. Our Uniform Policy and Proce-

dure information flyer is included in this bulletin for your review. 

As a reminder, the ROYAL BLUE shirts are to be used by students only and will not be sold for adult use. Mahalo for honor-

ing our students!! 

By now, all families should have received a message via our automated Synervoice system. This system will allow us to com-

municate directly with you in a matter of seconds. Because of this, it is essential that you keep our school updated of any 

changes to your phone numbers. After each message is sent out, I receive a report that indicates which families received 

the message and which ones did not. All emergency and non-emergency situations may be communicated with families utilizing 

this system so it is extremely important that we have your most current phone number and that you listen to the entire mes-

sage when it is sent out. Mahalo nui for your cooperation with this! 

Daily student attendance continues to be a focus area for us and we will need your continued support. Please make every ef-

fort to bring your children to school daily. Of course, if they are sick, they should stay home. But if they are well, please have 

them in school with us, learning and growing together. In addition, we will also focus on students coming to school on time. 

Students should be in school BEFORE 8:05 am every morning.  

We wish HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAYS to Kumu Susan Pugliese, Kumu Eden Scanlan, EA Hina Wong, Kumu Donna Foster, For-

mer Kumu Nathan Rausa, EA Nicole Crichton, Kumu Wendi Kimura, and to our many students who share August as their month 

of birth. Hau’oli Lā Hānau to all of you! 

In closing, MAHALO NUI LOA for making Keaukaha such a special place to be! I feel honored and privileged to be a part of 

this exceptional community and look forward to another fabulous year together. Please don’t hesitate to drop by, call or email 

if you have questions about anything that goes on in our school! 

Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono! 

Mahalo Nui!  

Kumu Stacey Bello 

 

`Oki ka piko signifies the opening of our school year at Keaukaha.   

Keiki and faculty joined together in this foundational ceremony to 

begin our year with pono.  Kealoha and Aukai cut the piko from which 

knowledge will continue to grow. E hoe I ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! 

Aloha, my name is Heidi Pana and I will be the 

Vice Principal for this coming school year.  I was 

previously a teacher at Hilo High School for the 

last 15 years.  I am excited to now to be a mem-

ber of a school with strong community ties and 

look forward to learning 

everything I can while I am 

here.  My role is to support 

Kumu Bello, the faculty and 

staff, families and most 

importantly our students, 

to become college, career 

and community ready.  I 

believe in our vision "let's 

paddle our canoe together", 

it will take each and every-

one of us to ensure the 

success of all our students.   



 

 

Aloha and Welcome back to school! Hope you’ve all had a 
summer filled with sun, fun, and excitement.  We are 

looking forward to a productive partnership with you to 
ensure our keiki can achieve their highest potential. We 

recognize that in order to be successful in school, our 

children need support from both the home and school. 
Forming and maintaining a strong partnership with you 

will make a great difference in your keikiʻs education.  
This year grade levels K-1 will now be using the Reading 

Wonders program to teach reading to your keiki.  Grades 

2-5 will continue using Reading Wonders working on 
comprehension and higher order thinking skills.  Grade 6 

students will be learning ELA (English Language Arts) 
from the Spring Board program which is a product of Col-

lege Board and focuses writing and reading.  Our pro-
grams’ focus is on building and strengthening your childʻs 

level of college and career reediness.    

The school will continue with other programs that will 
help your child build their Reading, writing, and language 

skills such as Achieve 3000 and i-Ready both of which 
they may also access and work on at home.  They may 

be accessed at:  www.Achieve3000.com  and www.i-

Ready.com  

Mahalo for being a 
most important part 
of your childʻs edu-
cation.  

 

 

 

WELCOME BACK! Hope you all had a great summer break and 
are ready to start school!  The faculty and staff are also excited to have 
our students back as well!  ;) 

Stay tuned to this math corner for helpful hints and tips for 
your child especially if you want your child to do WELL in math, LOVE 
math, or to EXCEL in math.  J  This month features our statewide math 
programs and Math Tip #1.  This past year, our state chose several 
statewide math programs that are aligned to the Common Core Stand-
ards: Stepping Stones for grades K-5, Go Math for grades 6-8, and 
Springboard for grades 6-12.  Keaukaha Elementary has chosen Stepping 
Stones for grades K-5 and Go Math for grade 6.  Both programs offer 
online access for our teachers and students as we move towards a more 
technical future.  Your child will still have a workbook or journal for 

homework and will receive lessons in class like usual.   

Math Tip #1 For your child to succeed in math, he/she needs 
to learn their math basic facts.  By the end of second grade, your child 
should know all their addition and subtraction facts.   At the end of sec-
ond grade, your child will also start learning their multiplication and 
division facts.  Here are some fun sites to have your child practice their 
basic facts.  This is just a sample of many that are free on the web.   

www.mathplayground.com 

www.factmonster.com 

www.playkidsgames.com 
In mathematics the art of proposing a question 
must be held of higher value than solving it. 

“In mathematics the art of proposing a question must be help of higher 
value than solving it.” 

Georg Cantor 

Aloha Kakou!  

Keaukaha Elementary School’s Counseling Program recognizes the unique attributes of each student and we are determined to empower and nurture students to succeed socially, educa-

tionally and in their career development.  This is accomplished by working closely with other educators, our families, and students as well as with member of our community.  This pro-

gram maintains high expectations for all students as we aim to provide students with the skills to become effective lifelong learners and productive members in the community. 

What can the school counselor do for students? 

Help children resolve conflicts with peers. 

Include children in small groups on a variety of topics. 

Meet with a child who is referred to the counselor through self-referral, parent, teacher or an administrator referral. 

Provide a safe, confidential environment for children to express and cope with feelings associated with loss, change of situation, or a variety of other circumstances. 

What can a school counselor do for parents and teachers? 

A school counselor can…. 

Collaborate with parents and the classroom teacher to discuss concerns about their child, particularly related to social, behavioral, and emotional issues. 

Assist in developing behavior plans to help students find success in the classroom. 

Provide resources for children and parents on a variety of topics. 

Listen and talk to parents one on one about concerns they have about their child. 

Please feel free to call or visit us in the Ho’opua Room located at the bottom of A-Building.   If we are not available at the time, please leave a message and one of 

us will contact you as soon as we can!  Let’s work together to make each student a success!  

Janel Masuhara-School Counselor   Chandon Cheesebro-Ho’opua EA 

http://www.Achieve3000.com
http://www.i-Ready.com
http://www.i-Ready.com
http://www.mathplayground.com
http://www.factmonster.com
http://www.playkidsgames.com
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgcanto212896.html?src=t_mathematics
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgcanto212896.html?src=t_mathematics


 

 

August: 

   17th– Frank DeLima 

   19th– Picture Taking 

   20th-22nd– Keaukaha Ho’olaule’a @ Hualani Park 

   21st– NO SCHOOL Statehood Day 

   26th– Open House  
 
 

 Uniforms are available for purchase at Creative Arts Hawaii 500 
Kalanianaole Ave. Monday-Friday 8am-4pm for $7.50 plus tax. 

 Students should be dropped off and remain inside of the New 
Cafeteria every morning.  

 Please take a look at Keaukaha School’s School Uniform Policy & 
Procedure insert! 

 Picture Taking Packet is included in this months Bulletin    

 Uniforms are optional on Picture Taking day August 19th. 

Kindergarten Changes in Act 178-Governor Neil Abercrombie signed into law 

Senate Bill 2545/Act 178.  It requires students to be five years old by July 31 to 

enter kindergarten, beginning with the 2014-2015 school year.  This require-

ment will affect children with birth dates from August 1 through December 31, 

2009.  Act 178 also repeals junior kindergarten programs in the DOE at the end 

of the 2013-2014 school year.  Visit hawaiidoe.org for details. 

Keaukaha School is a Title 1 school. We receive Federal funds 

to ensure that all children have a fair, equal and significant 

opportunity to obtain high-quality education and reach, at a 

minimum, proficiency on the challenging state academic 

standards. 

"Need a High School Type Diploma? Over 18 years old? 

Waipahu Community School for Adults- HILO CAMPUS 
(WCSAHC) has the answer. We offer a Hawaii Adult Com-

munity School Diploma. WCSAHC is fully accredited by 
the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. Please 

give us a call at 974-4100 or visit us at Waiakea High 
School room P27." 

Annual Notification of Privacy Rights 

Know your privacy rights as they apply to1) Student record 

information; 2) Directory information; 3) Surveys and other 

information collection; and 4) Military recruitment information. 

For more information on your privacy rights, the laws that 

protect them, and how to exercise your rights, contact your 

school administrator or visit http://bit.ly/FERPAHI 

 

 

On April 7,2015 the  Board of Education approved a 

change in school meal prices in accordance with a 

2009 state law requiring the Hawaii State Depart-

ment of Education  to charge at least half the cost 

of preparing the meals. 

The new prices shown are in effect 

as of Wednesday, July 1, 2015 

Help Keaukaha School earn its 

share of $100,000 with KTA Super 

Stores Kōkua I Nā Kula program. 

All you have to do is Shop at KTA 

from August 5th– September 15th 

and donate your earned points to 

#27 KEAUKAHA SCHOOL 

Its that simple.  

YEARBOOK 

Reserve your year-

book copy now! Cost 

is $10! Payment can 

be made at the 

school office. 


