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E hoe I ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! 
 Let’s paddle our canoe together. 

 

Aloha e Keaukaha ‘Ohana! 

“All kids need is a little help, a little hope, and somebody who believes in them.”~ Magic Johnson 

The month of March is here and the 3rd quarter is slowly coming to a close. March 15 will be the last day of the quarter and 

then Spring Break begins. As a reminder, Spring Break is from March 16th through the 28th. Students return to school on Tues-

day, March 29th. Please be sure your children are here on the first day back in the 4th quarter. We would love to have 100% 

attendance on that day! 

We had a fantastic month of February with so many fun activities for our students that focused on the Core Value of MALA-

MA. Students and families took active roles in supporting those in need through the Pennies for Patients campaign and Jump 

Rope for Heart. Students also had an opportunity to malama their bodies by participating in our Walk to School Day where we 

had over 150 students and adults walk to our new cafeteria from Hawaiian Village in mid-February. It was so much fun! The 

next core value, KULEANA (one’s personal responsibility, being accountable to others), will be our focus during the months of 

April and May.  

Our 3rd Annual Kūhiō Day celebration, E Ola Na Ali’i, will be held the day before Spring Break, March 15th. All staff 

members and students are encouraged to wear aloha attire to school on this day. If students do not have aloha 

attire, they are to wear their school uniform. Our Kuhio Day celebration recognizes Prince Jonah Kūhiō Kala-

niana’ole for his work in establishing the Hawaiian homestead community we live and work in. Students will honor 

Prince Kūhiō through song, lei presentations, and personalized 6th grade speeches on how Prince Kūhiō’s work has 

impacted their lives. We look forward to our E Ola Na Ali’i celebration – Long Live the Chiefs!  

Registration for preschool and kindergarten enrollment continues to be open! Please be sure to register your keiki 

as soon as possible since this will help us in our planning for next school year. As a reminder, children must be 5 

years old on or before July 31, 2016 in order to register for Kindergarten next year. At the same time, children 

must be 4 years old on or before July 31, 2016 in order to register for our 4 years old preschool program. In addi-

tion to the age requirement for preschool, students must be toilet trained and priority will be given to students 

residing in the geographical area of Keaukaha School. Meaning, Keaukaha Elementary School would be your child’s 

home school. Interested parents must complete an INTEREST CARD at our school. Please contact our school 

office should you have any questions about our kindergarten and/or preschool enrollment process. 

Just a friendly reminder, daily attendance and being on-time to school continues to be a focus area for us. Attend-

ance letters are being mailed out to families whose child has reached a certain number of absences and daily per-

sonalized phone calls are made to parents whose child is absent from school. Please continue to bring your child to 

school on time daily. It is so important for your keiki to be in school everyday learning. If we can be of any help 

with this, please call. We want to support you in anyway that we can.  

We say HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY to Kumu Lynn Fujii, Educational Assistant Kaci Martin, Educational Assistant Janna Manuia, 

Kumu Steve Santos, Kumu Michele Sasaki-Cann and to our many students who share March as their month of birth. Hau’oli Lā 

Hānau to you! 

In closing, MAHALO for all that you do for our keiki, our staff, our school and our wonderful community! We so appreciate you! 

Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono! 

A Hui Hou! 

Kumu Stacey Bello 



Mahalo Nui to the UH-Hilo Vulcans Basketball 
Players who took the time to come and read to 

our keiki for Dr.Seuss’s Birthday on March 2. 

Nutrition Messages for Keiki and Parents: “Wake up your brain with Breakfast” – Did you know 

students who eat school breakfast attend, on average, 1.5 more days of school per year and score 17.5% 

higher on standardized math tests?  

A study from the University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing found that kids who eat protein (ie. eggs) 

for breakfast feel fuller longer and consume fewer calories at lunch than kids who eat cereal or oat-
meal. Vist http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/current/2016-01-21/latest-news/eggs-breakfast-keep-children-fuller-

longer-says-penn-study for more info in the study. 

Physical Activity Messages Keiki and Parents:  There are many benefits to eating a balanced 

breakfast and working out in the morning.  For those who are not “morning people” here are some bene-
fits to help change that. 

You’ll see the benefits of working out in the morning with just 15-20 minutes of exercise each day.   
Benefits include: 

Increased focus when you arrive at school, 
Improved mood, 

Increased productivity, 

Improved diet, and 
Increased metabolism. 

Slowly build up to your morning routine with some of the following exercises. 
3 sets of 15-20 Reps: Sit-ups 
3 sets of 15-20 Reps: Air Squats 

3 sets of 10 Reps: Pushups 

February was Heart Healthy Month! The 

keiki of Keaukaha School are always proud 

to help the American Heart Association raise 

money for children and adults who have 

heart problems. This year the keiki raised 

over $3,500 in donations. 
Mahalo Nui for your support. 

http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/current/2016-01-21/latest-news/eggs-breakfast-keep-children-fuller-longer-says-penn-study
http://www.upenn.edu/pennnews/current/2016-01-21/latest-news/eggs-breakfast-keep-children-fuller-longer-says-penn-study


 

 

Reading and writing can be a lot of fun for kids and parents 

too.  This past quarter 2 awards assembly proved that English 

Language Arts is HARD for our keiki.  For those who did re-

ceive that award I want to commend the parents and families 

without which they may not have earned that Award.  So, parents feel proud if 

your child received an English Language Arts Award. 

 

There many resources and games online that help to build our children’s skills.  

Through games, they have fun and can learn at the same time.  For example, 

http://interactivesites.weebly.com/abcs.html has a plethora of games for yours 

students Pre-K – second graded.  From letter selections, to vowel sounds, and 

word readings all in colorful and exciting activities. Please take a look at the site. 

http://interactivesites.weebly.com/language-arts.html has games for vocabu-

lary which builds sentences, works spelling, challenges vocabulary and gets to 

want to write. This is so important and is a way you can get involved with their 

learning. http://www.funbrain.com/cgi-bin/getskill_s.cgi?

A1=selects&A2=la&A4=0&A7=0  is another site that actually goes up to 7 th grade 

for those students who has the aptitude to excel. Don’t forget that we also have 

for your students i-Ready and Achieve3000 available and they all know their 

sign in for those programs. 

 

Have some fun with them! Online or just read a book and do an activity.  Go out 

on a hike and write about it or out to a day on the beach and have the talk then 

capture some ideas in words and pictures. 

 
So parents, what are you going to do to make a difference? Hey come and see or call (974

-4181) me if you want more ideas to help your keiki, because YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  

Be proud of who you are and where you’re from K-E-A-U-K-A-H-A.    

Mahalo Kumu Loke 

 

 

 
Another month has passed and 

your children are learning more 

and more!  Great!  Let’s keep the 

learning momentum going strong! 

   

The next few math corners will 

focus on the Standards of Mathe-

matical Practices (SMPs), which 

will help our students when they 

are solving word problems.  The 

Standards of Mathematical Prac-

tice are practices that educators 

seek to develop in our students.  

These practices rely on important 

“processes and proficiencies” used 

in daily mathematics education. 

   

This month’s mathematical practic-

es 1, 2, and 3 are NCTM (National 

Council of Teachers of Mathemat-

ics) process standards of problem 

solving, reasoning and proof, com-

munication, representation, and 

connections.  

  

Math Tip #8 

As you work with your child, keep 

in mind the mathematical practices 

they are using as they work.  Ask 

your child: How did they solve the 

problem? Why did they solve it 

that way? Or Can they justify/ 

 

 

 

 

check their work?  Together, we 

can show your child that math is 

fun!   

MP.1: Make sense of problems 

and persevere in solving them 

Make a plan 

Try different approaches 

Solve your problem in more than 

one way 

Check whether your solution makes 

sense 

MP.2: Reason abstractly and 

quantitatively 

Explain the meanings of numbers, 

words, pictures, symbols, and ob-

jects you and others use Use num-

bers to describe situations 

MP.3: Construct viable argu-

ments and critique the reasoning 

of others 

Explain both what you do and why 

it worksWork to make sense of 

others’ mathematical thinking Jus-

tify strategies and listen to see if 

other people’s ideas are logical 

“Math, it’s a puzzle to me.  I love 

figuring out puzzles.” 

 

Getting your child to school 

 Does your child give you a hard time about coming to school?  Does your child say, “I don’t 

want to go to school” or take too long getting ready in the morning? It’s a common problem! Here are some 

tips to help curb the bad habit before it turns into a serious concern.  

 

 First, make sure you understand the importance of your child being at school on time every day. Even a few tardies really add up! Say your 

child is only 10 minutes late each school day. Not a big deal right? Well, that adds up to 1,750 minutes = almost 30 hours of school missed in 

one year! THAT IS A BIG DEAL!  

 Determine any school or home barriers that are preventing your child from coming to school. Are they prepared? Do they connect with their 

teacher? Do they feel safe at school? Do they have a routine for bedtime and morning at home?  

  Communicate with your child’s teacher, school counselor, or principal to help your child feel better about coming to school.  

 Once any simple barriers are removed, make it a priority to get them to school on time. Do not make or accept any excuses!  

 Routines are key. Bedtime should be consistent to assure enough rest. Most elementary aged children need between 8-10 hours. Adults should 

set the bedtime.  

  Develop a morning routine that works. If you or your child is constantly rushing to get out the door, everyone needs to get up at least 15 

minutes earlier. Rushing is not a good way to start the day. 

 
By: 
Janel Masuhara – Keaukaha School Counselor 
Chandon Chesebro – Ho`opua EA 

http://interactivesites.weebly.com/abcs.html
http://interactivesites.weebly.com/language-arts.html
http://www.funbrain.com/cgi-bin/getskill_s.cgi?A1=selects&A2=la&A4=0&A7=0
http://www.funbrain.com/cgi-bin/getskill_s.cgi?A1=selects&A2=la&A4=0&A7=0


 

 

3/7-11 JTTU visits our Keiki 
3/15 Prince Kuhio Celebration  
3/16-28 No School Spring Break 
3/29 Children Return to School 
4/5 Movie Night  
 

Keaukaha School is a Title 1 school. We receive Federal 

funds to ensure that all children have a fair, equal and 

significant opportunity to obtain high-quality education 

and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on the challenging 

state academic standards. 

 
 
"Need a High School Type Diploma? Over 18 years old? Waipahu Community 

School for Adults- HILO CAMPUS (WCSAHC) has the answer. We offer a Hawaii 
Adult Community School Diploma. WCSAHC is fully accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges. Please give us a call at 974-4100 or visit us 
at Waiakea High School room P27." 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to Kumu Jarneski’s Class 

who had 22 days of perfect 
attendance for the  

2nd quarter! 

Want a YEARBOOK? 

Reserve your yearbook copy now! Cost is $10! 

Payment can be made at the school office. 

 

If your child will be at least five years of age on the first day of instruc-
tion (July 31, 2016) of school year 2016-17, he/she may attend a 
public school kindergarten.  Please come to our office to pick up a 
kindergarten packet. 
The following items are needed to complete registration at Keaukaha 
Elementary School: 
 
      1)   Birth certificate (students born on August 1, 2010 to July 
31, 2011) 
      2)   Proof of residence that family is living in Keaukaha district 
(if not in district, submit GE to home district school).  Geographic 
Exception Request forms are available at any public school office. 
      3)   Form 14 - Student health record (TB clearance, physical 
and immunization shots updated).  Form 14 available in our kinder-
garten packet. 
      4)   Legal documents - if applicable (i.e. current Power of Attor-
ney if not living with parents, TROs, etc.) 
 
If you have any questions, please call the office at (808) 974-4181 or 
visit the office from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Mahalo! 

 

 

If you have been looking for clothing items that 

your child has misplaced, please stop by the 

Health Room. The Health Room is open from 

7:30am-2:30pm Daily. 

Important Dates 

Jan. 2- March 24, 2016    Submit Preschool Interest Form 

March 29, 2016        Selection of students by SCC 

April 1-15, 2016        Notification of Acceptance 

April 1-15, 2016        Registration Packet Due 

 

“This Institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer” 


