
“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. 
The most certain way to succeed is always to try just one more time.”

~ Thomas Edison

Aloha e Keaukaha ‘Ohana!

October will be a very busy month for us! It is also the start of the 2nd quarter, as well as the upcoming 
holiday season. Yay!

PONO is our Hawaiian core value for the month of October. This value is reflected in all of the activities we will focus on during 
the month: Fire Prevention, Anti-Bullying, Breast Cancer Awareness and so much more! Students continue to learn the 
importance of being PONO in everything they do for themselves, their ‘ohana, their friends, and their community. Please join us in 
reinforcing the importance of integrity, honesty, and righteousness. Let’s teach our students to always do what’s right, even
when they think no one is watching. Mahalo for your continued support with this!

As I stated earlier, the month of October will be extremely busy with Fire Prevention, Anti-Bullying and Breast Cancer 
Awareness being a focus for us. In addition, we have one week off for the Fall Break (8th-12th), NO SCHOOL on October 19th
due to a Professional Development Day, and Parent Teacher Conferences (Oct 25th- Nov 2nd).  We also have our annual Anti-
Bullying Assembly on October 17th, annual earthquake drill on the 18th, annual Breast Cancer Awareness PINK OUT Day (wear 
pink) on the 23rd, Unity Day (wear orange) on the 24th, and our 1st Movie Night (Pō Le’a) on the 25th. WOW! As you can see, 
we will be very busy in October!! We will send home more information about each activity and event as the time gets closer. 

Parent Teacher Conferences (PTC) are going to be here soon, Oct 25th – Nov 2nd. I can not emphasize enough how important it 
is for you to meet with your teacher during your scheduled time. I encourage you to attend your child’s conferences to hear about 
all of the fabulous things your child is doing and to review the areas we will still need to improve in. Please mark your calendar and 
note that school will finish early during PTC (1:00 pm on M,T,T,F and 1:10 pm on W). Please contact our office or your child’s 
teacher should you have any questions.

On Thursday, November 1, students will participate in our annual off-campus tsunami evacuation drill. Staff and students from 
Keaukaha Elementary, Ka 'Umeke Ka'eo, Ke Ana La'ahana and Kamehameha Preschool, will participate in this practice drill. 
Students and staff need to understand and know what to do should there be a need to evacuate our campus due to an incoming 
tsunami. Keaukaha Elementary, as well as other surrounding schools, is located in a tsunami zone so it is important for everyone
to be ready for such an event. Please dress your child in comfortable walking shoes on that day. I will send home more 
information shortly in regards to our upcoming tsunami evacuation drill. Please don’t hesitate to come and see me if you have any 
questions about any of our safety drills. Also, you can refer to our school’s Response to Emergencies write up on pages 35-36 
of this year’s ‘Ohana Handbook that you received on the first day of school. Mahalo!

HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY wishes go out to the staff members who celebrate their birthdays this month. Happy birthday 
Tech Coordinator Chris Perry, Kumu Mallory Nishioka, Kumu Andrea Lord, Kumu Asia Harman, Aunty Wahine Mercado, 
Custodian Freming Alonzo, Kumu Jenn Muller, EA Shonna Nihau-Kaai, Kupuna Kimo Awai and to all of our students who 
celebrate their birthdays in the month of October!

In closing, MAHALO for all that you do to support our school and our Keaukaha community! Your support makes all the 
difference!

A Hui Hou!

Kumu Stacey Bello

October 2018



Children need and want to have 
limits set for them.  In fact, 
children who have been 
disciplined in a loving manner 
generally do better in school than 
those who haven’t.

Here are a few simple and 
effective discipline methods to 
try:

Enforce reasonable rules.  Make 
a few key rules and stick to them.  
Consistency makes it easier for 
students to cooperate.
Allow give and take. Your child 
has opinions, and it’s helpful to 
compromise sometimes.  But 
stand your ground when it really 
counts.
State things positively. When 
possible, tell your child what to do 
(“put your hands in your lap.”) 
instead of what not to do (“Stop 
grabbing!”).
Set a good example.
Demonstrate the behaviors you 
want to see.  Be honest, fair and 
responsible.  Remain calm when 
you are angry.
Criticize carefully. Talk about 
your child’s behavior, not your 
child.  Say, “That comment was 
rude” instead of “You are rude.”
Focus on success. Notice what 
your child does well and 
comment on it.  Give specific 
compliments.  “You put your art 
supplies away.  You’re taking 
good care of your things!”  
Positive reinforcement results in 
better behavior.

Day 1 of Schoolwide Reading Challenge
To kick off this year’s Schoolwide Reading Challenge 

teachers and support staff all over campus dressed as 
a storybook character and shared one of  their 

favorite books. 



Keaukaha Elementary celebrates National Read A Book Day
September 6th was National Read a Book Day and Keaukaha celebrated 
here on campus with a guest reader for each class who shared a story 
and their love of reading. 



In the month of October our Hawaiian Core Value is Pono.  There are many 
definitions for the word pono but when a person is pono all is good and right 
in their life.  They feel content and happy because they are honest, fair, make 
good choices, and spread goodness.  What really makes us happy and what 
can we do for others to bring them happiness too?  
On October 15-18 we will celebrate National Health Education Week.  During 
this week we will have our Anti-Bullying rally.  Aunty Malia will be working with 
our students on health related topics in guidance class and we hope you can 
help at home by talking about making good choices, showing kindness to 
others, showing compassion, being honest, and standing up for those who 
have difficulty standing up for themselves.  There are many wonderful 
examples of people who are pono in our family, community, the world, and in 
books.  
Several books that we would recommend to read are:



September 27, 2018
We had over 270 people who attended our 1st `Ohana Night of the year!  Parents had the opportunity 
to learn about what their keiki do in Reading, Writing and Math!  We also had a Book Swap which was 
very popular!  It was a successful night and we mahalo both the faculty and `ohana for making it such 
a wonderful event!



On Friday, September 28th, Keaukahaʻs superheroes celebrated and danced with all of the 
students who accumulated 81 HERO points!  Congratulations Hero's!  You all rock!



On Wednesday, September 19, we were able to celebrate in the East Hawaii 
PE Tennis Day.  Thanks to Sue Ann Masuyama , our district PE resource 
teacher, Kumu Lolo, our PE teacher, and Coach Roman Kop from the United 
States Tennis Association’s (USTA) youth tennis brand, Net Generation, our 
school was provided with tennis equipment and curriculum that can be used 
for PE.  Who knows, maybe one of our students will be the next Serena 
Williams! 

Halloween, for most kids, is one of best holidays of the year.  Who can resist free candy, 
getting dressed up in magical costumes, and staying up late?  Here are some friendly 
reminders to keep our keiki safe and healthy.
1.  Always walk on sidewalks or paths. If there are no sidewalks, walk facing traffic as far to 

the left as possible. Watch for cars that are turning or backing up. Teach children to never 
dart out into the street or cross between parked cars.
2.  Have kids use reflective tape or stickers, carry glow sticks or flashlights to help them see 
and be seen by drivers.
3.  Slow down and be especially alert in residential neighborhoods. Children are excited on 
Halloween and may move in unpredictable ways.
4.  Inspect your child’s candy and limit consumption.  Please don’t bring your candy to 
school.  
5.  Please remind your children to brush their teeth after eating sweets.  

Halloween Tips!



Aloha ‘Ohana of Keaukaha School and our 21st

Century Learners, 
Reading is a crucial skill for today’s learners as it 
is necessary for all endeavors in life.  A key to 
consider is that keiki are individual and may 
learn the same lesson in different ways from 
each other dependent on their strengths and 
abilities. You at home, are a key factor in 
helping your child excel at reading, a skill they 
will use their whole life everyday!  And in the 21st

Century, we have so many resources available 
to support reading.
Thursday 9/27, was our first ‘Ohana night and 
mahalo for all of you who were able to attend 
and got to learn about how you can make a 
difference to their learning by being able to 
access multiple digital resources that can 
enhance their reading and understanding at 
home… plus…its fun! 
When we enjoy what we are doing and learning 
we have much better outcomes. So, we’d like to 
share some digital resources with all of you that 
your children can practice with at home.  If you 
need their passwords and username (because 
they don’t remember it) please contact their 
teacher who can help you with that information.
Here are some of the resources you can use for 
reading some of which you can download an 
app to your phone and of course access 
through your home computer.
Remember parents, nothing can replace your 
voice in reading and your support in asking 
leading questions when reading, YOU are 
IMPORTANT as you develop a rich relationship 
with your child when READING.  MAHALO for 
being patient with your child and with yourself. 
Make time for yourself & your child to READ!

i-Ready- https://login.i-ready.com/

Keiki can sign-in at home and work on 
both math and reading activities to help 
build their skills in the areas most 
needed.  The program adapts to move 
your child ahead building on skills 
addressing needs

IXL- www.ixl.com/signin/keaukaha

Practice for your child in both math 
and ELA (English Language Arts) that 
focuses specific skills and levels that 
you are able to select.

Achieve3000   
https://login.achieve3000.com/
Your child can access this on the 
internet and it is an excellent 
program that has informative articles 
from today’s world.  Ideas are shared 
from around the world. Learn, Grow, 
Excel!

Smarty Ants –
https://play.smartyants.com/login
This is a new program which began 
last year.  For Pre-K to grade 2 
students learn foundational reading 
skills through digital instruction and 
games geared for high interest.

https://login.i-ready.com/
http://www.ixl.com/signin/keaukaha
https://login.achieve3000.com/
https://play.smartyants.com/login


Chloe Loa is a 1st grader in Kumu 
Haradaʻs class. She faithfully 
participated in Septemberʻs  library 
responses and is a creative artist.  
 
“I like reading because itʻs so fun.  
My mom and dad read to me when itʻs 
bed time.  My favorite story is The 
Princess and the Pea.  My favorite 
part is when the prince got married 
and my other favorite part was when 
the princess met the prince.  If the 
princess feels the pea then she is 
real.”  

Want to win a book?  Our library is holding a monthly contest.  Read a book and submit a reading 
response to our librarian, Aunty Wahine.  For each response that is submitted you will receive an 
entry into the drawing.  The more books you read, the higher your chances of winning. 
What do you need to do?  
K-2: Write a few sentences about the book and draw a picture.
3-6:  Draw a picture and write a paragraph about the story.  You may include the 
characters, setting, and favorite part from the book. 

         Congratulations!  As of Sept 20th our total 
 books read is 3299 Books.  Great job!  Let’s keep 

on reading!  



October 3, 2018 – Lionʻs Vision Screening (K,1,3,5)
October 5, 2018 – 1st Quarter Ends

Hui Wala`au
Principal Talk Story
Faculty Center 8a.m.

October 8 – 12, 2018 – NO SCHOOL (Fall Break)
October 17, 2018 – Picture Retake Day

Anti-Bullying/Kindness 
Kick Off Rally

October 19, 2018 – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
PC DAY 

October 23, 2018 – Pink Out Day                                                 
(Cancer Awareness)

October 24, 2018 – Unity Day (Wear Orange!)
October 25, 2018 – Po Le`a (Movie Night
Oct. 25 – Nov. 2, 2018 – Parent Teacher 
Conferences

Digital Library
Tired of paying library fines at the Hawaii Public 
Library? Tired of hearing your children say they 

don’t have a book?   Grab you tablet, phone, or 
computer and take the library with you.  Log on to:  
http://hidoe.lib.overdrive.com You can download 

the app and access the Hawaii Public Library 
system using your child’s student ID number.  There 
are a wide variety of books to borrow and better 

yet, no more lost books, damaged books, or library 
fines.  Check it out!! 

http://hidoe.lib.overdrive.com/

