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Aloha e Keaukaha ‘Ohana!

We’ve officially entered the month of October! It is just amazing how quickly the months are 
passing us by. I anticipate that the 2nd quarter will be no different. The months of October, 
November and December will fly by just a quickly with the holiday season and the many 
celebrations we have here at Keaukaha.

PONO is our Hawaiian core value for the month of October. This value ties in perfectly with 
everything that is planned for the month: Fire Prevention, Anti-Bullying, Breast Cancer Awareness and so 
much more! Students continue to learn the importance of being PONO in everything they do for themselves, 
their ‘ohana, their friends, and their community. Please join us in teaching your child about the importance of 
integrity, honesty, and righteousness. Let’s teach our students to always do what’s right and to BE PONO at 
all times. Mahalo for your continued support with this!

As a reminder, Parent Teacher Conferences (PTC) are a very important time for you to meet with us. Schedules 
for PTC have already been distributed. If you did not receive one, please contact your child’s teacher. I 
encourage all of you to attend your child’s conferences. It’s a time to talk about all of the fabulous things your 
child is doing in school and to review the areas we will still need to work on. As a reminder, school will finish 
early during PTC time (1:00 pm on M,T,T,F and 1:10 pm on W)  so please mark your calendars. 

On Wednesday, November 1, students will participate in an off-campus tsunami evacuation drill. Please mark 
your calendars. Keaukaha Elementary students, along with students from Ka ‘Umeke Ka’eo, Ke Ana La’ah-
ana and Kamehameha Preschool, will cross the airport runway as part of our practice drill. Students and 
staff must understand and know what to do should there be a need to evacuate our campus due to a tsuna-
mi. Keaukaha Elementary School, as well as other surrounding schools, is located in a tsunami zone so being 
prepared and ready for such an event is critical for the safety of all. Students should dress comfortably and 
wear their walking shoes. More information will be forthcoming in regards to our upcoming tsunami/off cam-
pus evacuation drill. Please don’t hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions about any of our 
safety drills. Mahalo!

If you haven’t done so, I encourage you to join our parent organization, Hui ‘Ohana o Keaukaha. The focus 
of this group is to support Keaukaha Elementary staff and students in the work that we do. There are sev-
eral activities planned by the group for fundraising, school gatherings, and celebrating Keaukaha School in 
the upcoming Merrie Monarch parade. Please join us and become involved in the education of your child and 
our school. Roll up those sleeves, pick up a paddle, and jump in that canoe with us. J  As our vision says, 
“E hoe i ka wa’a! E ho’olakahi e! Let’s Paddle Our Canoe Together!” 

HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY goes out to the staff members who celebrate their special day this month! 
Hau’oli Lā Hānau goes out to Tech Coordinator Chris Perry, Kumu Mallory Nishioka, Kumu Andrea Lord, 
Kumu Asia Harman, Aunty Wahine Mercado, Custodian Freming Alonzo, Kumu Jenn Muller, EA Shonna Ni-
hau-Kaai, Kupuna Kimo Awai and to all of our students who celebrate their birthdays in the month of Octo-
ber as well!

Here we come, October!!
A Hui Hou!

Kumu Stacey Bello

E hoe i ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! - “Let’s Paddle Our Canoe Together!”



Manners Matter

Have you ever held the door open for the 
person behind you and he/she didn’t say 
“thank you?”  What about giving your best 
smile with a hearty “good morning” only to 
get a grunt from a person with downcast 
eyes hurrying past you?  Does it bug 
you?  It should!  These interactions are 
examples of bad manners, and they can 
lead to bitter and discouraged attitudes.

Like with all skills, manners need to be 
taught to our children early and often.  
Why are they so important?  Simply 
put, manners shape character and are an 
integral part of success.  Children who 
possess good manners are apt to have 
better reading and listening skills as well 
as the ability to make wiser choices when 
faced with peer pressure.  This is because 
good manners build confidence and 
increase self-esteem.  Practicing good 
manners takes the focus off of self and 
generates respect and good will towards 
others.  Being positive shows we care 
about one another and understand an 
individual’s self worth.

Here are some simple manners that all 
children should know and use:

• When asking for something, say 
“please”

• When receiving something say “thank 
you”

• If you do not get someone’s attention 
right away, try saying “excuse me”

• When you have any doubt about 
whether or not you’re allowed to do 
something, ask permission first

• Cover your mouth when you cough or 
sneeze

• Do not make fun of anyone for any 
reason – you do not know their 
journey or their struggles

• Use eating utensils properly
• Use a napkin to wipe your mouth and 

hands
• Smile at others!
      
      

COUNSELORS 
CORNER 
KUMU SPEAR

KEAUKAHA SCHOOLWIDE 
READING CHALLENGE

         

Congratulations everyone!  With only 3 weeks under our belt, 
we read a grand total of 3950 books!  This brings us even 
closer to our end of December goal of 15,000 books. 

The forecast for this month is....

GUEST READERS IN THE  
CLASSROOMS

our october  featured author is Judi Barret.  Visit our school library or take a 
trip to our local library, to read some of her other books.

Each month we have guest readers visiting each classroom to help our 
keiki foster a love for reading!  This has been a wonderful experience 
for both the readers and students!  If you are interested in being a 
guest reader, please contact 
Lei Faʻanunu at 
Lei_Fa`anunu@notes.k12.hi.us



`OHANA NIGHT
Reading, Math and More!

On September 28, 2017, approximately 200 people joined us at our 1st `Ohana 
Night.  Mahalo to those who came to learn about reading and math strategies.



ACADEMIC COACH 
Grades 3 & 4
Kumu Miyataki

`A`ohe hana nui ke alu `ia. There is no task too difficult when we work together!
 Aloha Mai Kakou,
Shakuntala Devi, writer and math scholar says it best, “Without Mathematics, there’s nothing you can do.  Everything 
around you is mathematics.  Everything around you is numbers.”  I love this quote about math because it is so true!  
There are so many daily activities that include math such as,

•  Counting and giving change when purchasing an item
•  Measuring ingredients when cooking
• Knowing time so you can get your child(ren) to school on time and many more…

The first quarter is coming to a close and we have done a lot!  But…there is so much more to do!   As your child’s first 
teacher and advocate, you can help by:

•  Showing your child that math is fun
- Play math games in the car or while waiting in lines

• Making math meaningful and useful to them
- Talk positively about math, share how it is all around us, and show them how useful it is

• Working with your child on their daily work and math fluency skills (mental math skills)
- Ask your child about math strategies they use in school and work with them on their basic 
facts using the strategies

Finally, you can let them explore different websites to practice or get information on math strategies.  Remember, as 
you find sites, try them out first before you share them with your child.  It will give you an idea of what is offered and 
you can see how useful it is as well.  Have fun practicing and playing together!  Here are some sites that you may allow 
your child to use are:

• www.gregtang.com    
• www.adaptedminds.com
• www.mathisfun.com
• www.sheppardsoftware.com
• www.mathplayground.com
• www.pbskids.org
• www.ixl.com/signin/keaukaha
• www.login.i-ready.com

Don’t forget, if you ever need help with math work or help to understand the math programs better, please feel free 
to come and see any of your child’s teachers or the coaches (Kumu Loke, Kumu Fa’anunu, or myself ).  We would be 
happy to help in any way.  We are located in A-Building basement.  Please come and stop by and…



Keaukaha Elementary School would like to say Mahalo Nui 
Loa to Assistance League Hawai’i (Operation School Bell),  

for purchasing a uniform t-shirt for each of our student’s.  
This is the second year that Keaukaha School has been    

chosen to participate in this program.  
Mahalo Assistance League Hawai’i!

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL
FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH!

National Farm to School Month was designated by Congress in 2010 to  encourage the improvement of child nutri-
tion, to support local farmers, which will in turn help our local economy, and to educate children about where food 
comes from and how it grows.  As we learn more about the origin of our foods we are empowered and  can make 
informed food choices.
As a family:
• Visit our local farmers market.  Buy something you’ve never tried before, cook it and share with your family      

and friends.
• Cook with seasonal products as much as possible.  Support our local farmers by purchasing fresh fruits, vegeta-

bles, and locally grown meat.  
• Start a family garden of your very own.  
• With Halloween right around the corner, consider handing out healthy snacks and nonedibles like crackers, min-

iature toys,  temporary tattoos, mini bubbles, stickers, play dough, goldfish, pretzels, arare, popcorn, or pencils.  



UPCOMING EVENTS
and Announcements

Oct. 5, 2017 -        Hui Wala`au
              - Principal Talk Story
 
Oct. 9 - 13, 2017 - Fall Break - 
             -   NO SCHOOL

Oct. 16, 2017 -      Anti-Bullying Assembly

Oct. 19, 2017 -      Earthquake Drill
  
Oct. 20, 2017 -     PC Day - 
            - NO SCHOOL for Students

Oct. 24, 2017 -    Pink Out Day - 
                                      - Cancer Awareness
 
Oct. 25, 2017 -     Po Le`a - Movie Night

Oct. 26 - Nov. 3 - Parent/Teacher Conferences

Oct. 31, 2017 -     Halloween

Nov. 1, 2017 -        Tsunami Drill to Hilo Airport

 E  hoe i ka wa’a! E ho’olōkahi e! -“Let’s Paddle Our Canoe Together!”

Principalʻs Pledge to Students Studentʻs Pledge to Keaukaha
All adults will work hard for you.

You will be safe in our school.
If you have something to say about 

our school, we will listen.

Come to school on time everyday.
Follow all expectations.

Be ready to learn and work hard.
Be a “sponge”

Keaukaha School is a Title 1 school.  We 
receive Federal funds to ensure that all 

children have a fair, equal and significant 
opportunity to obtain high-quality education 
and reach, at a minimum, proficiency on the 
challenging state academic standards.

Annual Notification of Privacy Rights
Know your privacy rights as they apply to 1) Student record 
information; 2) Directory information; 3) Surveys and other 
information collection; and 4) Military recruitment informa-
tion.  
For more information on your privacy rights, the laws that 
protect them, and how to exercise your rights, contact your 
school administrator or visit http://bit.ly/FERPAHI 

YEARBOOK
Reserve your yearbook copy now!  Cost 

is $10! Payment can be made at the school 
office.

WEBSITE
keaukahaelementary.com

FACEBOOK PAGE:
www.facebook.com/keaukaha.elementry/

TWITTER
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaSchool

INSTAGRAM
www.instagram.com/keaukahaelementa-

ryschool/

Hui `Ohana o Keaukaha is our parent organiza-
tion.  We hope you join our group to support our 
school and keiki!  The first  Hui `Ohana o Keau-
kaha meeting will be held on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 25, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.  The meeting will take 
place in the Cafeteria before our Movie Night 
(Po Lea).  Come and join us at the meeting and 
stay for Movie Night! 

Hui `Ohana o Keaukaha

President: 
Robyn Riedel-McKeen

Vice President: 
Cheryl Polikapu-Medeiros 

Secretary: 
Teresa Agpoon

Treasurer: 
Kalei Kamalani


