
“What a wonderful thought it is that some of the best days of our lives haven’t even happened yet.”
~ Anne Frank

Aloha e Keaukaha ‘Ohana!!

Hau’oli Makahiki Hou and welcome to 2020! It’s so exciting to start another year together and I look 
forward to all the new memories we will create as we continue to move forward. 

The next Hawaiian core value we will focus on during the months of January, February, and March is 
MALAMA. During this time, we focus on teaching students the importance of taking care of something or someone, to 
serve others, and to honor and/or protect something. As they get older, they will learn to serve more than just themselves!

As a reminder, there will be no school for students on Friday, January 17, 2020 because it is a Professional Development 
Day for our teachers and educational assistants. In addition, there will be no school on Monday, the 20th due to the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. holiday.

I wanted to share this with you ahead of time so you can mark your calendar and plan to join us! Keaukaha Elementary and 
Hui ‘Ohana o Keaukaha will host our 3rd Annual Health and Wellness Day on Saturday, March 7, 2020 from 9 am – 1 pm
here on our campus. Like the past two years, we will have informational booths, food, drinks, fitness activities, entertainment,
children activities and so much more. In addition, some grade levels will be there, selling items as part of their grade level 
fundraising efforts. Please stop by and support our school and our parent organization. Mahalo, Mahalo, Mahalo! 

I’d also like to send out another reminder that registration for preschool and kindergarten enrollment is open! Please be sure 
to register your child as soon as possible. This helps us in our planning for the next school year! As a reminder, children must
be 5 years old on or before July 31, 2020 in order to register for Kindergarten next year. At the same time, children must 
be 4 years old on or before July 31, 2020 in order to register for our 4-year old preschool program. In addition to the age 
requirement for preschool, students must be toilet trained and priority will be given to students RESIDING in the geographical 
area of Keaukaha School. Meaning, Keaukaha Elementary School would be your child’s home school and proof of residency 
must be provided at the time the interest form is submitted. Interested parents must complete an INTEREST CARD at our 
school. Please contact Aunty Sharon in our school office should you have any questions about our kindergarten and/or 
preschool enrollment process.

HAU’OLI LA HĀNAU wishes go out to our JANUARY BIRTHDAYS celebrities: Adult Supervisor Lena Rowe, 6th Grade 
Kumu Amanda Ayoso, Tutor/Title I Clerk Natalie Pua, Tutor Sandy Reis, Tutor Jandi Kamanu, School Baker Justina Frias, 
Cafeteria Helper Lokelani Waipa, Multi-Media Facilitator Janel Masuhara, and to our many students who celebrate their 
birthday in the month of January as well. Happy Birthday to you all!

Keaukaha Elementary wishes all of you a prosperous, peaceful and happy 2020! May your heart and lives be full and 
content everyday of the new year! 

Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Pono!

A Hui Hou!

Kumu Stacey Bello

January 2020



Listening to others and waiting for a 
turn to speak are essential skills for 
school.  If 25 students were always 
talking at once, children could never 
learn!

If you encourage and model polite 
talking and listening skills at home, 
your child will be more likely to use 
them at school, too.  As a family, 
you can practice these valuable 
skills:
• During mealtimes.  Family meals

offer the perfect opportunity for
your child to learn conversation
skills.  Give family members a
chance to tell something about
their day.  Do not allow others to
speak while someone else is
talking.

• During story time. You know it’s
important to read with your child.
It encourages your child to learn
to read.  But it also teaches them
to listen and pay attention.  Ask
questions about the story.  “Can
you tell me which part you liked
best in the story?”  Does this
story remind you of any other
stories we’ve read?”

• During playtime. Games such as
Simon Says have been around
forever because they are fun and
they teach young children to
listen carefully.  Many board
games encourage talking,
listening and taking turns.  You
can also sing your child’s favorite
song using the syllable “la”
instead of singing the words.  See
if your child can listen carefully
and guess the song.

Welcome back! 

Congratulations everyone! As of December 
20th, we have read a total of 19,811 books.  

Yay! We have reached our schoolwide goal of 
18,000 books by the end of the 2nd Quarter!  
Students, teachers, and all staff have been 

working hard!  Congratulations for reaching our 
goal!

“It is said that we make time for what we value, 
and if we value reading, we must make time for it.” 

The Book Whisperer by Donalyn Miller

The students returned to school and participated in our 
Piko Ceremony.  This ceremony represents the start of a new 

year of learning for students, teachers and staff.  Our alaka`i then 
cut the piko lei to symbolize the transition into the semester. Four 
of our 6th grade students presented hala, kukui, ti leaf and kalo 

which are important plants to our culture and people.  



On December 2, 2019, Keaukaha Elementary School successfully completed our 
Tsunami Drill that ended at the Hilo International Airport.  We would like to thank all 

those involved in assisting us in this very important safety drill.  We will continue to work 
hard in keeping all our keiki safe. 



During this hands-on course, our 4th grade keiki learned critical bike safety skills.  They learned the importance 
of wearing a helmet, how to safely start and stop while on a bike, to scan and signal, and to recognize and avoid 

hazards while riding.  Thank you, PATH (Peoples Advocacy for Trails Hawaii)!



6th Grade Champs
Kumu Scanlanʻs Class

5th Grade Champs
Kumu Pereira and 

Kumu Baptistaʻs Class

4th Grade Champs
Kumu Lymanʻs Class

3rd Grade Champs
Kumu Sasaki-Cann and 
Kumu Hanohanoʻs Class



On December 18th Keaukaha Elementary held our annual Evening of Song.  The students were 
outstanding in their performances and we even were joined by a friendly Grinch!  Mahalo to everyone 

who worked so hard to make this event a success!  A special mahalo to the over 1000 `ohana and
community members who attended.





Aloha Mai Kakou,

Welcome Back!   I hope you all had a well-deserved break and are eager to get 
started again! J Review the Standards of Mathematical Practices (SMPs) with your 
child(ren) to get them off on a good note.  This will also help our students to become 
good problem solvers.  In Math, teachers develop these practices daily with their 
students to prepare them for the state Smarter Balanced Assessments (SBA) and 
apply them to real life situations.  The SMPs are listed here with a brief explanation 
for each of them. 

Have fun practicing and playing together!  Do not forget, if you ever need help 
with math homework or help to understand the math programs, please feel free to 
contact your child’s teacher or any of the coaches, Kumu Loke for grades PreK 
to grade 2, Kumu Fa’anunu for grades 5-6, and myself, Kumu Miyataki for grades 
3-4.  You can also call us at the school 974-4181. 
I look forward to meeting you…   J

A Hui Hou,
Kumu Tina Miyataki  J tina.miyataki@k12.hi.us

http://k12.hi.us


It’s math time!  Complete the math 
problem for your grade level and return 
your answer to me, Kumu Miyataki, in 
A-Basement on or before the deadline 
of January 10th, Friday.  

You can cut the box out or come to A-
Basement to fill out an answer sheet.  
One winner per grade level cluster will 
be picked and announced in Ka Leo 
Pono or with the morning 
announcements.   

Winners will also get to choose a prize 
from the Math Olympiad Treasure 
Chest.  J

Mahalo to the Hilo Intermediate School Band!  On December 6th, our students were able to enjoy a 
Christmas Concert!  It was a great experience and many students shared their thoughts about learning 

to play an instrument in the future!

Name ______________________      Grade _____
PreK -1
Draw dots to make 10.                     +.                 = 10

_____   +   _____  =  _____

Grades 2-3
Draw dots to complete the subtraction fact. 
Then, complete the related addition fact.

14 – 5 = _____                  5 + _____ = 14

Grades 4-6
This year, Brody and three of his teammates won $525 at a 
bowling tournament which they share evenly.  The year before the 
team won $632.  How much did each person receive this year? 

Each person received ____________ this year.  



Healthy Changes in 2020
Every year people all over the world generate a list of goals for the upcoming new year. On the top of 
their list is usually the infamous words, “Lose Weight” but maybe our goal should be, “Live 
Healthier”. There are lots of things we can do and breaking old habits is hard.
• Instead of juice, drink more water each day.

o The amount of water you should drink depends on your size, weight, activity level, and where 
you live. Some health experts recommend 8 eight-ounce glasses per day. This is about 2 
liters or ½ a gallon of water. (healthline.com)

• Eat in moderation
o All of us want the most for our buck but our body does not need the supersize version for 

every meal. Eat till you’re 80% full.
• Get 8 hours of sleep each day

o We ALL need our beauty rest. Getting enough rest helps us to feel energized and helps us 
to be focused throughout the day.

• Surround yourself with people who spark joy. People who encourage you and bring out the best in 
you.

o Having healthy relationships is essential to happiness. All of us experience challenges but 
being around people who encourage you to be your best self makes the journey so much 
brighter.

• Exercise for at least 30 minutes a day
o When we exercise our body naturally produces endorphins. This helps us to feel happy 

naturally and it is good for our bodies.
• Consume more vegetables

o Vegetables are important! They are an important source of vitamins and nutrients. 
Vegetables often go to waste during lunch. According to the USDA Choosemyplate.gov, 
“people who eat more vegetables and fruits as part of an overall healthy diet are likely to 
have a reduced risk of some chronic diseases.”

• Eat dinner as a family
o Studies have shown that eating together as a family provides many benefits. Family dinners 

mean better family relationships, leads to healthier food choices, better grades, is an 
opportunity to try new foods, and leads to greater happiness. ( goodnet.org)

This year, we can all reach our goal of “Living Healthier”! Set a goal, write down how you will achieve 
that goal, and should you fall short, don’t give up! Try again! Share your goals with your family. They 
can help cheer you on and I’m sure family dinners would be a great opportunity to share your progress! 
:) Happy New Year!

Bake: 350 degrees
Time: 55 minutes
Yield: two loaves

4 eggs 2 cups granulated sugar
1 cup vegetable oil 3 ½ cups flour, unsifted, unbleached
1 ½ teaspoons baking soda 1 ½ teaspoons salt
¾ teaspoon baking powder 2 cups zucchini, grated
1 cup walnuts 1 teaspoon vanilla

Combine dry ingredients. Beat eggs, 
gradually beat in sugar, then oil. Add 
dry ingredients, alternately with 
zucchini. Stir in walnuts and vanilla. 
Pour batter into two greased and 
lightly floured pans. Top with mixture 
of ¼ cup sugar and 1 teaspoon 
cinnamon. Bake on lowest rack.



Jan. 7 – Welcome Back to School
Piko Ceremony

Jan. 10 - Book Swap
Jan. 17 – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Professional Collaboration Day
Jan. 20- NO SCHOOL

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 24 – 2nd Qtr. Awards Assembly
Jan. 27 – 2nd Qtr. Attendance Celebration

Reminder:
Breakfast is 
served daily 
from 7:15 –
7:55 a.m. in 

our cafeteria.

Keaukaha School is a Title 1 school.  We 
receive federal funds to ensure that all 

children have a fair, equal and significant 
opportunity to obtain high-quality education 

and reach, at minimum, proficiency on 
challenging state academic achievement 

standards and state academic assessments.

Check out Keaukaha Elementary on:

Website
Keaukahaelementary.com

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/keaukaha.elementary/

Twitter
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaSchool
Twitter-Principal Stacey Bello
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaPrin

YEARBOOK
Reserve your 

yearbook copy now!
Cost is $10.00!  

Payment can be made 
at the school office.

Jan. 6 - 10:  
Stanza – A poem with a group or fixed number of lines.  
There are many types of stanzas
Jan. 13 - 17:
Interaction – An action that occurs between two or more 
objects or people
Jan. 20 - 24:
Figurative Language – A word, phrase or sentence that does 
not have a normal everyday meaning
Alliteration – An example of Figurative Language; use of the 
same consonant at the beginning of a word; the repetition of 
beginning word sounds
Jan. 27 – 31:
Metaphor – An example of Figurative Language; compares 
two things that aren't the same without using the words  
“like” or “as”
Simile – An example of Figurative Language: compares two 
different things using the words ”as” or “like”

These are the words for the month of January.

https://www.facebook.com/keaukaha.elementary/
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaSchool
https://twitter.com/KeaukahaPrin



